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SHANKLIN, A TYPICAL WILDCATTER 


THERE is perhaps no other “wildcat” fire 
insurance man in the West who has become 
so notorious as E. A. SHANKLIN of Chicago, 
who harbors his lair of felines in the Ft. Dear- 
born building of that city. This sub-marine 
manipulator formerly hailed from Hammond, 
Ind., where he consorted with A. C. HAyNer, 
another wildcat factotum. 

The numerous losses unpaid throughout the 
country in the SHANKLIN outfit should be a 
warning to everyone who has property to in- 
sure and who places insurance. Any local 
agent or broker who uses SHANKLIN policies 
is to be condemned in the most vigorous 
manner. Insurance commissioners in many 
States ‘have called the attention of the public 
to SHANKLIN’s type of indemnity as exempli- 
fied in his companies, the CENTRAL, CITIZENS, 
AMERICAN UNDERWRITERS, INTERSTATE, NORTH 
AMERICAN, GREAT WESTERN UNDERWRITERS 
and RoyaL EXCHANGE UNDERWRITERS, all of 
Chicago. 

Here is a fair sample of the brazenness of 
such an undergrounder as Shanklin, it being 
a circular sent to local agents under date of 
November 18. 

We are now on the eve of closing a most 
successful year, whih is due largely to those 
of you who have so kindly favored us with 
business, and for which we cannot find words 
to sufficiently express our thanks. Those who 
may be seeking new connections will do well 
to let us hear from them, because our facili- 
ties are unlimited, hence can place lines re- 
gardless of size against all hazards. 

“We pay 25 per cent commission for the 
business and this we know is the highest in 
the market. You can be nothing out in giv- 
ing us a trial, as policies are returnable with- 
out charge, providing done within 20 days 
from date of issue. Do not heed disparaging 
remarks but rely upon facts only—they speak 
louder than words. A good reference is the 
fact that we have been in the business for 
over 20 years. We await your orders at best 
rates obtainable, which have attention the day 
received.” 

It is to be hoped that the federal authorities 
will close the mails to SHANKLIN and all his 
tribe. 


INSURANCE MEN AND POLITICS. 


Just at the present time there seems to be 
. tendency on the part of the people of Ohio 
ind other States to nominate for public offices 
nen that are connected, more or less, with 
he insurance business. This not only is true 
vith the fire insurance business, but with the 
ther branches of the business as well. It 
ppears that the people of the United States 
ave become fully awakened to the fact that 
here is splendid material in the insurance field 
or public offices. It is high time for the 
“isurance men to become factors in the govern- 
nent of the country, and this movement will 
‘end to elevate the business to some extent. 
\lthough one of the greatest factors in the 





financial world, the insurance business has 
never taken its rightful place at the head of 
many of the other great financial interests in 
this country. That the awakening is becoming 
more and more pronounced can be attributed 
to the fact that the influence of the various 
state and local associations, which are being 
organized and enlarged, is being felt, and it 
will not be surprising if before a great many 
years the insurance agents will be enabled to 
have quite a hand in the passing and rejecting 
of insurance laws in their various States. 
Let the good work continue. 


“‘OFFICIAL TABLEAU.”’ 


WE note on the letterhead of one of the 
western life companies a sort of dramatis 
persone, entitled “Official Tableau,’ under 
which caption are the names of the officers. 
Prithee, what is an “Official Tableau?” We 
have been accustomed to associate “tableau” 
with the old literary society and church fes- 
tivities, as a feature to be sandwiched between 
dialogues, essays, debates, “pieces” spoken by 
little Johnnie or Maggie, or the heavier elocu- 
tion of “Curfew Must Not Ring To-night,” 
or “The Charge of the Light Brigade.” 

The tableau would present the side of sen- 
timent, as, forsooth, the dying soldier, the 
guardian angel, or “Kiss Me Good-Night. 
Mother.” It might take on the form of “The 
Last Drink” or “The Battle of Bunker Hill.” 
The red light would illumine the scene while 
the participants struck a tragic pose, and the 
small boys in the front row sat with admiring 
countenances. 

We shall expect the “Official Tableau” of 
this life company to represent the spectacular 
side of the business, with scenic representa- 
tions of widows and orphans being saved, ad 
vances being paid to agents, examinations of 
the liver and lights, and the man who has just 
written a “fifty.” 


EFFECTS OF SCHEDULE RATING 


SCHEDULE rating in the West is no doubt 
having the effect of checking the fire waste 
from the improvements that it brings about. 
The schedules thus serve the companies in 
two ways. They usually bring an increase in 
the rate and at the same time cause improve- 
ments, and thus check Intelligent 
raters and inspectors as well as local agents 
can point out to the assured how he can 
reduce his rate by improving his risk. The 
companies would prefer to carry the risk at 
the reduced rate with its improvements. Dif- 
ferent instances have been known where the 
operation of the schedule has saved the com- 
panies heavy losses. 


losses. 


FINDS THE SECRET OF HAPPINESS. 
F. W. McClure is doing a heavy real estate 
and insurance business and is happy.—Degraft 
(Ohio) Buckeye. 





GENERAL WESTERN NOTES. 


The American Fire makes the appointment 
of Samuel A. Garth as agent in St. Jo- 
seph, Mo. 


The National Union Fire of Pittsburg ap- 
points Martin J. Hubble of Springfield, Mo., 
agent for the company in that city. 


The Lafayette Fire, which has hitherto con- 
fined its operations in Missouri to the cities of 
St. Louis, Kansas City and St. Joseph, makes 
the following appointments in towns in south- 
ast Missouri: Turner & Walton, Poplar 
Bluff; Joseph G. Williams, DeSoto; Ira M. 
Morris, Malden. 


Vinton A. Fetter, of the well-known rate- 
making firm of Fetter Brothers of Kansas, 
died recently from the effects of injuries re- 
ceived in a street car accident. Mr. Fetter 
is well known throughout the West, and par- 
ticularly in Missouri, as one of the authors 
of the Fetter rate book, which was used gen- 
erally in Missouri. 





TRY TO ARRANGE ADJACENT OFFICES. 





Library Committee of the Nortwestern Asso- 
ciation Suggests a Plan for a Group 
of Quarters Near the Library. 


The committee appointed at the last meeting 
of the Fire Underwriters Association of the 
Northwest to look after the library has held 
a meeting 


and taken an 


hand. 


inventory of the 
It is found that the library 
possesses a large number of volumes of the 
proceedings and therefore it is offering to 
members the opportunitv of completing their 
files. It is the wish of the committee to get 
rid of a number of these volumes before add- 
ing to the library collection. 

Another action taken by the committee was 
to suggest to the different organizations that 
if possible an arrangement be made 
they have their offices near to one 
radiating from the library, it to be 
an assembly room, consultation room 
reference work. 
the Illinois 


boc ks on 


whereby 
another, 
used as 
and for 
For instance, it is hoped that 
State Board, the illinois Field 
Club, the Insurance Survey Bureau, the West- 
ern Classification Bureau, the Fire Insurance 
Club of Chicago and kindred organizations can 
be brought together under the same roof with 
cffices near to each other, so that the library 
can be utilized by all. 





WILL MAINTAIN NEBRASKA RATES. 
While the Western Union has not resumed 
jurisdiction in Nebraska, its members will at 
tempt to maintain rates 
through these local boards. 


and good practices 
Wherever it seems 
necessary, however, business will be protected, 
with the exception of Lincoln and Omaha, 
where conditions seem satisfactory. In both 
of these cities there is very little complaint 
as to rate-cutting, aside from some instances 
where dwelling rates are shaded by some com- 
panies seeking to get that class of business. 

A few days ago some companies received 
word from their Omaha agents that the Hart- 
ford, through B. L. Baldwin, its agent, in- 
tended to preferred business rates at 
Omaha, but this is denied by the company 


open 





METROPOLITAN LIFE MEN TO MEEP. 

The the Metropolitan 
Life and their staffs in the Chicago district, 
together with some of the outside Illinois su- 
perintendents, will hold a convention in Chi- 
cago Saturday, when some of the home office 
executives will be present. 


superintendents of 





DISADVANTAGE OF CONTRACT PRINTING 

It is the hope of the Illinois Insurance De- 
partment that its 1903 report will be printed 
before the one for 1904 is ready for the press, 
although the prospects are not very bright just 
now. The department has nothing to do with 
the printing except to prepare the copy, the 
work being done by contract’ with the State 
printer. The copy has been in the printer's 
hands since February 5, but there is no tell 
ing when the first books will be received. 





A CURIOSITY. 

One of the Chicago firms has received the 
following from a prospective customer: 

“i yould like two no are you at that sam 
nonber. That it i want to tak out a fire in- 
shurence, we had a fare and liked to got 
burnt out, and the man that inshured me run 
off with to or three thosant and that throw me 
out of nothing yours in hast respectly. 





The Missouri insurance department has 
made an examination of the Farmers Town 
Mutual Insurance Company of Mexico, Mo. 
The report finds the company to have assets 
of $9,550.04, of which $5,933.50 are premium 
notes, $1,962.59 cash in bank and $1,653.95 
premiums in course of collection. The com- 
pany has risks outstanding of $596,608, of 
which $396,524 is fire risks and $200,174 tor- 
nado risks. 
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COM PANY MAY NOW DISBAND 


PRESIDENT INDICTED BY GRAND JURY. 








National Bond & Trust Co. of Chicago Exploited 
With Much Fanfare Calls a Meeting to 
Discuss Surrender of Charter. 





The glory of the much-heralded million-dol- 
lar bond and life company, to be located in 
Chicago, seems to be fading like a rose at frost 
time. It looked good on paper. Its contract, 
loosely drawn and ambiguous, appeared well 
from the lithographer’s standpoint. There was 
much talk, much red fire set off, but now— 

It is said that the concern did everything 
necessary to begin business except putting up 
the money. 

Career of the President. 


The chief promoter and president of the pro- 
posed corporation was Harry B. Gardner of 
Jacksonville, Ill., and St. Louis, Mo. Mr. 
Gardner was indicted in Clay County, IIl., the 
trial not yet having taken place. He was an 
agent for the old National Life & Trust Com- 
pany of Des Moines. He sold ten-payment 
twenty-year settlement policies, and the charge 
is he altered the policies to make them ten-year 
settlement. At any rate, it is claimed these 
policies were changed. A conference was held 
at St. Louis with President Starnes of the 
National, and the indictment followed. A 
bank in Xenia, Clay county, had taken the 
notes. 

Opens Very Luxurious Oifices 

The concern opened sumptuous offices in the 
National Life building in Chicago. One of the 
officials of the National states that the agent 
of the building did not know the character of 
the new tenants. Solicitors began to sell stock 
with the promise of the delivery of a bond 
when the concern was licensed by the Illinois 
insurance department. A list of prominent 
men and bankers were shown, but some of 
these are said to have denied having any con- 
nection with the scheme. The bond, when de- 
livered, carried a deferred note for the first 
premium. 

Senator Cullom Withdraws. 


The proposed million-dollar institution is the 
National Bond & Trust Company of Chicago. 
Among those interested at the beginning was 
United States Senator Shelby M. Cullom, and 
on the strength of his name several other 
men subscribed for stock. Senator Cullom, 
however, soon withdrew from the concern, on 
the advice of Charles G. Dawes, ex-comp- 
troller of the currency, and advised his friends 
to do likewise. 

Say But Small Po: ticn Was Paid In. 


The only stock that was paid in is claimed 
to be part of that taken by Mr. Gardner and 
his brother. Ostensibly enough was paid in to 
make the required deposit of $100,000 with 
the insurance department. The board of cor- 
porators authorized the purchase of a $100,000 
mortgage on some real estate not far from 
Chicago, and the members of the board are 
said to have gone down into their pockets to 
pay an alleged premium over the face of the 
mortgage. A valuation of the property by the 
insurance department, however, showed an ac- 
tual value of only $60,000, instead of the $200,- 


acceptable. 
Bonds Were Being Sold. 


Notwithstanding the hitch in securing a 
license, or the fact that the organization had 
not been completed, applications for bonds 
were taken, with the agreement that the com- 
pany would have ninety days in which to issue 
the contracts. Specimens of the bonds were 
printed, but Mr. Gardner was very reluctant 
to give out one for publication. He stated 
that he had paid. $6,000 for actuarial fees, but 
an examination showed that the ten-year bond 
guaranteed in cash $14 more than the full pre- 
mium with 4 per cent compound interest would 
amount to during that term. In addition, a 





life insurance feature was included, which 
would cost nearly as much as the mortuary 
feature of a ten-year endowment policy. Mr. 
Gardner stated that the bond had been ap- 
proved by eighteen insurance departments, but 
it is denied at the Illinois department that the 
bond was ever submitted to the commissioner. 
Dissatisfaction in the Board. 


The dissatisfaction of the board of cor- 
porators is caused chiefly by the withdrawal of 
Senator Cullom, although one of the members 
stated that they had been deceived in several 
matters. A legal notice of a meeting to be 
held at the Leland Hotel, Springfield, Ill., on 
December 8, is published, the purpose being to 
consider whether or not the preliminary 
charter shall be surrendered to the State. 

Of the seven members of the board, three 
are said to be in favor of disbanding and a 
proxy may be secured from a fourth. A fifth 
member is undecided, leaving H. B. Gardner, 
the president of the company, and James P. 
Gardner of Sedalia, Mo., unaccounted for. 

Status of the Incorporators. 


It is not quite clear what power the board 
of corporators have in the matter. At least 
three of the members have closed out their 
interests to Gardner. They are still charter 
members, however, and the only way they 
can disconnect their names with the institu- 
tion is by surrendering the charter. If Gard- 
ner can, before December 8, put up good as- 
sets to the amount agreed upon, it is possible 
that the organization will be continued. Sev- 
eral of the corporators, however, appear very 
anxious to wash their hands of the concern. 





DISAPPOINTED IN FRIEDMAN VERDICT. 





Companies Put Up Some Very Strong Testi- 
mony, But the Jury Decided in Favor 
of Plaintiff. 





Underwriters are very much disappointed in 
the verdict of the jury at Grand Rapids, 
wherein the companies lost in the suit of M. 
Friedman & Co. against the Liverpool & Lon- 
don & Globe. It was a question as to whether 
the building collapsed on account of fire or 
not. The companies introduced several wit- 
nesses, showing that the building was in a tot- 
tering condition, and that the light seen at 
the time of the fire was due to a blaze of 
electricity. It was supposed that the star wit- 
nesses of the plaintiffs were impeached by 
other witnesses. The case was tried in the 
United States Circuit Court, and it will prob- 
ably be appealed to the United States Court 
of Appeals. The owner of the building won 
in the United States Circuit Court, but the 
testimony was not nearly so strong in his case 
as in that of Friedman & Co. 

Insurance companies cite the fact that the 
jurymen were allowed to go to their homes 
on two occasions. 


LOSE MONEY ON STOCKS. 

The financial flurry has caused many losses 
among the insurance companies, especially 
those which have held Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company stock and some of the industrials. 
The so-called Wall street companies, which 
are given to more or less speculation, have 
been put to the test by the shrinkage in values. 
It is understood that one of the life companies 
met a loss of $2,000,0000 by shrinkage in 
Pennsylvania stocks. 





President Washburn of the Home of New 
York is quite ill. 


EXAMINER. 


Former chief examiner in a western Pp t 
after an absence of two months, finds it necessary to 
return to Chicago and desires to secure a good connec- 
tion with a western office. Best references. Address 
oe 





Tue WESTERN UNDERWRITER Co., 
164 LaSalle St., C o. 





INDIANA FIELD MEN MEET. 


ADDRESS OF THE LATE PRESIDENT. 


Papers Read by Several Members on the Feat- 
ures of the State—McHatton 
Chosen President. 


The Indiana State Board held its annual 
meeting last week and elected the following 
officers : 


President, Robert H. McHatton, state agent 
New York Underwriters. 

Vice-president, J. H. Gray, state agent 
North British and Mercantile. 

Secretary, J. T. Ashbrook. 

Executive committee, John Stone, Commer- 
cial Union; A. R. Monroe, Queen, and J. B. 
Cromer, Home of New York. 


Address of the Late President. 


The address that was to have been read by 
the retiring president, Danforth Brown, was 
read, on account of the president’s recent 
death, by Alex. R. Monroe. It said in part: 

“The year now closing has been one of 
unusual interest to us all personally, and 
as an association, we were confronted 
early in the year with the bi-annual state leg- 
islature and the ‘introduction of measures 
menacing our interests, many of them, and 
all antagonistic to insurance interests. We 
were about the same time faced with the 
grumbling and general dissatisfaction brought 
about by the long existing operation of the 
25 per cent advance in rates. Agents and 
property owners were constantly bringing 
pressure on the rating powers for the prom- 
ised relief by a schedule re-rating. We were 
wholly unprepared to meet this clamor by 
reason of the absence of an approved schedule 
for mercantile ratings, and having, indeed, but 
few for special hazard classes. 


Sore Spots in the State 


“Again, while our own ranks were as ever 
loyal to good practices, there were, through 
no fault of ours, several “sore spots” in the 
State, as well as a notable lack of co-opera- 
tion on the part of some of the companies 
and their representatives not identified with 
us, or, in fact, with any organization. Con- 
fronting, therefore, these several conditions, 
our association found before it early in the 
year a serious work, but I am glad to rejoice 
with you at the outcome so favorably reached 
In every way, due to the efforts and the exer- 
cise of good common sen$e and judgment of 
the membership, to a great degree. To our 
committee on legislation, which by time-hon- 
ored custom was appointed by your president, 
is due, to a large extent, the defeat of several 
inimical measures directed against the com- 
panies. To other of our members doing well 
their duties assigned, much credit is also due, 
all contributing to the success of the work. 
You have already given your approval and 
thanks for the escape from the dangers that 
ever threatened the life of this organization 
and the overthrow of the results of our years’ 
of work throughout the whole State, built at 
the expense of so much time and money. 


Rescinding of the Fiat Advance. 


The rescinding of the 25 per cent rate ad- 
vance then came upon us, and the demand for 
the re-rating of the State under approved 
schedules was assigned to us. In this matter 
a committee was appointed by our association 
to confer with the higher powers to outline 
a course. In the meantime several schedules 
were presented to us, of numerous colors, all 
of which, after investigation and practice 
tests, were found impracticable for use in the 
class of towns requiring our attention. 


The Old Indiana Schedule 


“Our old Indiana mercantile schedule was 
finally revived, revised to fit the present con- 
ditions of the business, put into force as an 
approved union schedule and stands to-day 
a competent authority for conditions then and 
now existing. All hail to the old scheduk 
rejuvenated and effective. We stand on its 
integrity as second to none, unequaled by; 
none in union territory. The work of re- 
rating proceeded promptly and effectively, and 
while the work at this time is not fully com 
pleted, it has so far advanced as to warrant 
commendations from the governing com- 
mittee and our companies. To the rating 
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committee in charge of the work, to our sec- 
retary, Our commissioner, to our members 
giving their time to the furtherance of the 
work, must be given credit, and, indeed, none 
the less is credit due to the co-operation of 
the League and other forces, as well as to 
the companies, for so freely giving the time 
of their special agents to the work. The re- 
sults have proven satisfactory. The com- 
panies get a fair net increase in rates over old 
conditions and the bugbear of the flat advance 
is practically disposed of. Such are the con- 
ditions at this time. 


Co-operation on Part of the League. 


“Co-operation on the part of our members 
and of our friends of the League has made 
strides during the year in healing sore spots 
and in the revival of good practices at several 
points. The committee of conference of this 
association and a like committee of the League, 
to whom all matters of disturbing or com- 
plex nature are referred, has so far proved 
effective in joint endeavor and it is to be 
hoped that this system of handling trouble- 
some questions will be a pronounced factor in 
our operations for the general good. The 
extending of our hands and good will to the 
field men of Indiana, though they all do not 
belong to this body, will serve to promote 
increased harmony and spirit of co-operation 
and is a course to be commended and encour- 
aged by us. 

‘As an association, we close another event- 
ful year of our history, our ranks are intact 
from the inroads of death and good fraternal 
feeling prevails among us. Long may it con- 
tinue. We shall again, no doubt, have our 
problems to solve and solve them we will, 
solve them we must.” 

Reminiscences of Gray. 


John H. Gray, in his paper on “Reminiscen- 
ces,” said in part: “This meeting follows so 
soon upon the death of our dear friend and 
president, Danforth Brown, whom, you all 
know, was so full of dry humor, a regular 
reservoir of it, I feel considerable set-back in 
the writing of reminiscences along the lines 
I had first intended. 

“Becoming reminiscent along the more ser- 
ious lines, however, I am reminded of my 
entrance into this State. When I first learned 
I was to come into the Hoosier field I was 
delighted, because I had always understood 
that if there was a field in the insurance bus- 


iness where the dovelike peace constantly 
reigned, it was in the Indiana State Board. 
Indiana, the heaven of all insurance fields, 


the field of small loss ratios and large re- 
ceipts, watched over and nursed by one of 
the best and most model of all field associa- 
tions. Each individual member giving the 
very best stuff that was in him to his own 
company only? No. On the contrary, to the 
general good of the whole association. 


Golden Rule Is Followed. 


“Where everything is on an equality and 
the good old rule, ‘Do unto others as you 
would that others should do unto you, pre- 
vailed. A synopsis of other conditions sug- 
gested that one has not long to be loafing to 
be in it or even get into the race, with the 
‘Kentucky horse’ on the one hand, who won 
with several lengths to spare in 1901. 

“A glance at the above articles of rummage 
for sale gives you an idea. We all know of 
the past seven years. The record for this 
period stands for itself. But we do all dare 
to say that we have always kept the good 
old rule before us in our dealings with each 
other. I had the pleasure of listening to 
President Roosevelt at Logansport his last 
trip in this State. His frequent appeals for 
the individual to aspire to the highest ideals 
of manhood at all times and in all things 
impressed me, and it occurred to me that the 
moral was not only good for the individual in 
politics, but was an excellent rule for field 
men of fire insurance business. 


Develop the Best Stuff. 


“Develop the very best stuff in us and not 
only apply it in efforts for one’s own com- 
pany, but disseminate a goodly lot of it for 
the good of the whole trade. The individual 
of our association has a duty to perform in 
maintaining the reputation we have enjoyed 
in the whole insurance fraternity. It be- 
hooves each member of the association to lend 
his every effort toward a uniform, unselfish, 
broad support to all rules and measures 
handed to us by those in authority. It must 





be a case of pull together, pull at the same 
time and in the same direction. 

“Universality of schedule rating seems to 
be the order of things and universality of 
honest and upright dealings among us and to 
each other is the ideal condition that this as- 
sociation must stand for, will stand for and 
support.” 


Hog and Hominy by Gilmore. 


B. J. Gilmore, of the Northern, showed 
some rare keenness for humor in his paper, 
“Hog and Hominy.” He said in part: 

“One of the pleasantest features of our bus- 
iness, to my mind, is, that except in a few 
individual cases, there is always something to 
be learned. I hope it will not be considered 
heresy to offer the suggestion that we might 
well spare a little time from the study of 


schedules for consideration of the hog. In 
the popular mind his name is the synonym 
for stupidity and greed, but those who hold 


him cheap will be astonished to learn that in- 
stead of being stupid he is nearly the wisest 
among beasts, and it is truly said of him that 
‘he is a tusky diplomat and the only real epi- 
curean philosopher now existent.’ 


Go to the Pork and Be Wise. 


“The average claimant, especially of the var- 
iety having a pronounced antipathy for him, 
has not much to learn from the hog, and any 
comparison would be manifestly unfair to the 
hog, but he has a lesson for the local agent, 
the special agent, and I might almost presume 
to suggest that even the manager might get a 
valuable hint or two from a study of his ways 
No hog of any sort ever saw eating going on 
without wanting a share. Have you ever no 
ticed how industriously the razorback roots for 
his living and how particular he is in gratify- 
ing his fastidious tastes? Watch him crunch 
the peach seeds that have been thrown into 
his trough and see how carefully he drops 
the hard shells out of his mouth, retaining 
the sweet-flavored kernels to tickle his palate. 
Typical of untiring industry, dogged determi- 
nation to have the best there is going, and 
careful, discriminating selection; good qual- 
ities in a local agent say you; I think so. 


Special Agent and the Pig. 


“But the special agent, what has he to learn 
from his porkship? We must now consider 
the semi-wild hog, not the fat and lazy candi- 
date for the butcher, rather the one that 
roams through the woods at his own sweet 
will and who supplies the beech mast bacon, 
the finest flavored meat in the world, thereby 
proving him to be a good fellow. 

“Do you know that he always responds to 


call unless sick, stolen, or, alas, strayed? 
Have you ever seen him standing nose to 
nose with his fellow or rubbing shoulders 


with him, meanwhile sniffing amicably? Looks 
like a good example of co-operation, doesn’t 
it? But just wait until they get into the 
trough together. 

The Porcine Animal and Fighting 


“As a fighter, he is a marvel; peaceable by 
nature, he becomes a bitter antagonist when 
aroused to anger. The best of dogs makes 
but a weak opponent. Once his blood is up, 
a boar will kill or disable half a dozen dogs 
before giving up the fight. But, withal, he is 
compassionate. The minute he hears a squeal 
of distress he starts on the dead run, brist- 
ling, giving out angry guttural roars and 
gnashing his tusks until the foam flies. And 
when he has to fight, did you ever observe 
how he shields and protects the weaker of 
his fellows? Surely he has many qualities to 
be emulated. We might well make a friend 
of the variety blessed by nature with four 
feet, even if he does unintentionally help to 
swell our loss ratios, for you will find that 
the more you cultivate the acquaintance of 
the human variety, the greater will be your 
respect for the one with the ring in his nose. 


Paper by J. B. Cromer. 

The subject given to J. B. Cromer of the 
Home was “Historical Survey of Underwrit- 
ing Events of 1902-03.” He recalled the first 
work after the last annual meeting of the 
standing committee, the members of which he 
referred to facetiously as Sir John Hellekson, 
Lord Heywood of Heimwold, Admiral Sir 
William H. Fulton, Chief Justice Harmon 
Friedley, Senator Jake Wood, General J. B. 
Cromer and “Sunny Jim” McHatton. The 
sallies were understood apparently by all pres- 





ent. “The months of November and Decem- 
ber,” his review continued, “saw the partial 
repeal of the crime of March 12, sometimes 
known as the 25 per cent flat advance, the 
calling off of the increase on that most profit- 
able of all mercantile classes—the unprotected 
town and country properties. It was 
readily that inasmuch as there were 
fewer companies writing on this class and no 
non-board competition, and that in general 
the assured paid higher rates with less kicking, 
this class was easily entitled to first favors. 
A list compiled of such water- 
works towns as North Liberty, and the grasp 
of the trust no longer extorted from John 
Smith more than $1.50 on his frame emporium 
at Coal Bluff, one of a range of seven build- 
ings. 


store 
seen 


was at once 


Committee on Schedule. 


‘There was then no universal schedule 
one in prospect. 


nor 
Conditions in January had 
reached a climax. There was a cry from the 
prairies of Indiana: ‘Take us back to that 
dear Indiana mercantile schedule.’ Will any- 
one here ever forget the day on which the 
glad tidings were brought by the faithful rat 
ing committee that the governing committee 
would now permit the revenecring of the brick 
and the reframing of the wood Indiana mer 


cantile schedule? A new team was at once 
named to prepare a schedule, consisting of 
J. C. Ingram, W. J. Wood, H. H. Friedley, 
J. B. Cromer, J. H. Hellekson, Frank Ritchie, 
H. B. Heywood. J. M. McBeth and Captain 
J. T. Ashbrook. The committee met twice a 
week and soon had a list of towns to their 
credit. February saw the legal and political 


battles over the so-called anti-compact law and 
the famous field victories of Generals Fried- 
ley, Ritchie, Heywood and Martin and their 
gallant lieutenants, in which the enemy was 
finally routed, bag and baggage, including two 
valued policy bills and one anti-trust docu- 
ment. March saw the capitulation of many 
proud cities, including Aurora, Lawrenceburg, 
Lagrange, Kendallville, Rushville and others 
and the second month of the siege of Green- 
castle. More peaceful hamlets succumbed in 
April, and there was a report that a certain 
company was cutting rates in Greenfield. 


Long Distance Combat. 


May witnessed the long-distance combat be- 
tween the sage of Monticello and the Fire- 
men’s Friend. By June appeared the first signs 
of. the plague known as the V2510 tables of 
exposures. The old rule that the shortest 
way round is the best did not appeal to the 
framers of the D. N. schedule, which after 
much groping around in semi-removable stocks 
and radiation percentages finally reached about 
the same result as the Indiana mercantile 
schedule. Indeed, rates on frame ranges were 
materially reduced. July marked the beginning 
of a surcease of labors and the great joint 
meeting of the league and the state board. 
August saw the usual hard work done by 
special agents—trips up the Hudson and down 
the bay. The joint committee then began its 
labors. In September the Union reduced rates 
one-half on whisky. In this month also oc- 
curred the Northwestern meeting. In Octo- 
ber a joint inspector was established at Delphi 
and Flora, with Camden, Rocklane and Bring- 
hurst sending dailies through. And now, in 
November, we meet again to renew old friend- 
ships and pledges.” 

Captain J. T. Ash*rook. 


Capt. J. T. Ashbrook was unanimously and 
enthusiastically re-elected for the sixth time 
as secretary-treasurer of the association. 
There is a kinship between the veteran secre- 
tary and the members of the association that 
almost amounts to love. The respect and con- 
fidence they have in him is such that they re- 
fuse at each meeting to name a committee to 
audit his accounts, until he has to drag some- 
body to the work. The captain was much af- 
fected by the tribute of renewed confidence, 
and his voice showed the depth of feeling as 
he returned his thanks. He reviewed briefly 
his twenty-one connection with the in- 
surance interests of Indiana and neighboring 
States. He said he had always had the high 
steem for the Indiana association, and the 
happiest days of his insurance life had been 

(Continued to Page 10.) 
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JOINT ASSOCIATION FORMED. 


ACTION BY THE MICHIGAN FIELD MEN. 


N. B. Jones of the American of Philadelphia Is 
Elected President of the New Organi- 
zation—Starts Under Favorable 
Auspices. 


Detroit, Mich., December 1.—(Special.)— 
“Begorry,” said the Irish janitor of Golden’s 
Hall, Detroit, “those eenshur- 
ance meen coom to this place bee foor brakefust 
ond | huv them oot in the 
This was his comment on the meet- 
ing of special agents held in Detroit on Tues- 
day. 


on December 2, 


to allmost throw 
avenin,.” 


The union special agents held their meeting 
at Golden’s Hall in the morning and the non- 
union special agents held their meeting at the 
Ste. Claire Hotel. At these meetings nothing 
of special interest transpired, the regular rou- 
tine business taking the attenti on of the meet- 
ings. 


Joint Meeting Is Held. 


meeting in the afternoon, how- 
was an interesting session. There were 
thirty-nine special agents present, and the com- 
mittee appointed to consider the advisability of 
adopting a constitution and by-laws made its 
report. This committee consisted of N. B. 
Jones of the American of Philadelphia, George 
A. Armstrong of the 7Ztna, F. H. Whitney of 
the Michigan Fire and Marine, Gustav Schme- 
mann of the Milwaukee Mechanics, J. P. Jami- 
net of the Cooper, N. A. Bloom of the Con- 
tinental, and L. F. Margah of the Sun. The 
committee reported upon the advisability of 
organization, and submited a constitution for 
adoption modeled after those adopted by the 
Fire Prevention Association of Texas, and 
which is similar to that adopted by the Kansas 
Fire Prevention Association. The following is 
the constitution as adopted: 


The joint 
ever, 


Constitution Is Adopted. 


Article This association shall be known 
as the Michigan Fire Prevention Association 
and shall be composed of individuals doing a 
fire insurance business in the State of Michigan 
as hereinafter provided. 

Art. 2. Any individual acting in the capacity 
of manager, general state or special agent of 
any fire insurance company authorized to do 
business in the State of Michigan and having 
state jurisdiction therein shall be eligible, and 
may become a member of this association upon 
application and receiving the vote of three- 
fourths of the members present at any meeting 
and signing the constitution and by-laws. 


Fundamental Principle of the Association. 


Art. 3. The fundamental principle of this 
association shall be the perfect equality of its 
members, and the bond and strength of the 
organization shall be the mutual pledges of 
integrity and good faith and the personal honor 
of each member of the association. 

Art. 4. Its object shall be: 

First—The promotion of correct practices in 
underwriting, the economical conduct of the 
business, the dissemination of information 
among its members and the public, and the pro- 
motion of harmony and fraternity. 

Second—The ascertainment of the conditions 
of risks and the removal of hazards therefrom, 

‘or the lessening of hazards therein, in order 
ihat the destruction of property may be reduced 
to the minimum. 

lhird—To investigate provisions of ordi- 
nances, if any, in towns and cities regarding 
sanitary features, nuisances and police protec- 
tion to property, or to take any such action as 
shall tend to better the physical condition of 
property, and decrease the fire waste in towns 
and cities in Michigan. 

Officers of the Organization. 


Art. 5. The officers of this association shall 
me president, vice-president, treasurer, and an 
executive committee. composed of five mem- 
hers, together with the president and vice-pres- 
ident, who shall be ex-officio members of the 
executive committee. All officers excepting 
secretary shall be elected by ballot, a majority 
vote of the members present constituting an 





election, and shall hold office for one year, or 
until the close of the meeting at which their 
successors are chosen with powers to the ex- 
ecutive committee thereafter, or in case of 
vacancies not otherwise provided for, to make 
such arrangements ad interim as may be neces- 
sary for the proper conduct of business. Va- 
cancies in the executive committee may be 
filled at any regular meeting of the executive 
committee. The secretary, not necessarily a 
member of the association, shall be elected by 
the executive committee and shall hold his 
office for one year (except in case of his re- 
moval) _or until his successor is elected. He 
shall be under the direction and control of the 
executive committee, and may be removed 
from office, for cause, by a two-thirds vote of 
the entire executive committee, and his office 
filled by them. 


Meetings to Be Held. 


Art. 6. Meetings of the association shall be 
held on the first Tuesday of each month at 
such place as may be designated by the asso- 
ciation, providing such place be within the 
State of Michigan and notice of at least ten 
days be given to each member. Special meet- 
ings may be called by the executive committee 
in its discretion, or upon the written request 
of ten members. No members shall be allowed 
to vote by proxy. 

Art. 7. This constitution may be altered or 
amended at any regular meeting of the asso- 
ciation by a two-thirds vote of the members 
of the association present, provided such alter- 
ation or amendment be made in writing, and 
copy thereof submitted to each member at least 
ten days prior to each meeting. 

Provision for Resignations. 

Art. 8. In case it is the desire of any mem- 
ber to withdraw from the association, sixty 
days’ notice of this intention shall be given in 
writing to the secretary of the association, who 
shall at once present it to the executive com- 
mittee for consideration. Each member of the 
association shall be advised of resignation as 
soon as considered by the executive committee. 

Some of the By-Laws. 


Some of the important features of the by- 
laws are: 

Sec. 4. Each member shall pay such assess- 
ments as shall be levied by the executive com- 
mittee, to defray such expenses as may be 
necessarily incurred. Such assessments based 
on total premiums written in the State previous 
year, as shown by the records in insurance 
commissioner's office, exclusive of marine and 
railroad premiums. Expenses incurred by 
members while on committee work shall not 
be paid by the association. 

Sec. 7. Only such proceedings of this as- 
sociation, and of the executive committee shall 
be promulgated as shall be deemed necessary 
and ordered by the association or executive 
committee. 

Letters Read from Kansas. 


The committee also submitted letters from 
the attorney-general and the tnsurance commis- 
sioner of Kansas, which is one of the strong- 
est anti-compact States in the country, stating 
that they had no statutes which would make 
such an organization as this unlawful. As the 
insurance laws of Michigan are very similar 
to those of Kansas, there was not the slightest 
doubt in the minds of the committee that an 
organization such as laid out in the submitted 
constitution and by-laws would be legal. This 
was the unanimous report by the committee, 
and, after a full discussion. was adopted by 
a vote of thirty-six yeas to three nays. The 
nays were Hastrieter of the Hartford, Fowler 
of the German-American and Vernor of the 


Queen. The association was then organized. 
Officers Are Elected. 
The following officers were then  unani- 


mously chosen: President, N. B. Jones, of the 
American of Philadelphia (who received an 
ovation upon his election); F. A. Vernor of 
the Queen was elected vice-president, and J. P. 
Jaminet of the Cooper, was elected treasurer. 
The secretary is to be elected by the executive 
committee. The executive committee is com- 
posed, besides the president and vice-president 
of George A. Armstrong of the A£tna, J. W. 
Price of the American of Newark, F. L. 
Weaver of the Allemannia, C. H. Luce of 





the Phcenix of Hartford, W. S. Abbott of the 
North British and Mercantile. 
Thirty-three Men Have Signed. 


Thirty-three signed the constitution and 
three more who had to leave, will do so. It 
was voted that all who signed the constitution 
before next meeting should be considered char- 
ter members. 

The question of enforced separation as a 
barrier to a joint organization was brought up 
and discussed, and the fact was elicited that 
a committee on enforced separation had never 
been appointed by any insurance organization 
in Michigan. 

Launched Under Favorable Auspices. 


The association was launched amid great en- 
thusiasm and promises to be a medium of 
great good. President Jones, on assuming the 
presidency, made a speech of acceptance, prom- 
ising that the work of the association must 
be clean and vigorous and that any under- 
handed work would be checked and the per- 
petrators would be brought to an account. 

The executive committee of the new asso- 
ciation voted to hold its first meeting at Detroit 
on Monday next at two o'clock, at Room 111 
Buhl block, occupied by the Michigan Fire 
Underwriters Association. 


Work Will Be Outiined. 


At this meeting the work of the association 
will probably be outlined and various com- 
mittees appointed and the work of the associa- 
tion put into full and active operation. 

It is believed that this organization will be 
of great good to the insurance interests of the 
State of Michigan, and a harbinger of equal 
rights and good fellowship to all. 





INDIANA FIELD MEETING. 
(Continued from Page 9.) 
spent in it. He regarded it as a high honor 
to be connected with it in any way. 


Visitors Were Present. 


J. M. McBeth, state commissioner, was a 
valued visitor and adviser at the meeting and 
was by acclamation made an honorary mem- 
ber of the association before the adjournment. 
C. F. Snyder, special agent of the Manchester 
for Kentucky, Tennessee and Arkansas, with 
headquarters at Memphis, was also present 
throughout the whole session, and took an ac- 
tive part in the discussions. He was wel- 
come, for he was formerly of Indiana, and 
well acquainted with the members and the 
commendable work of the association. He 
said he derived much profit from the meet- 
ing of the Indiana underwriters. 

The new president’s inauguration was ac- 
companied with the passing of cigars, which 
helped to make the wind-up of the meeting 
a jovial and felicitious affair. 

The house committee announced that it had 
secured Wm. T. Benallack, electrical inspector 
of the Michigan Inspection Bureau and presi- 
dent of the National Electrical Inspectors As- 
sociation, to give an address and demonstra- 
tion of electricity at a board meeting, called 
for February 22. 

Memoir for Danforth Brown. 


A beautiful memoir on the late Danforth 
Brown, president of the organization, was pre- 
sented by John B. Cromer, W. H. Fulton, E. 
A. Munson, Frank Ritchie, John C. Ingram, 

A paper was read by W. H. Fulton of the 
Firemans Fund and one by W. P. Benton of 
the Sun. 





Field Edition of the Argus. 
The Argus of Chicago has been working on 
a special agents’ edition which will soon issue. 
It will contain over 590 portraits of western 
field men and short biographies of each. 
Special articles and statistics relating to the 
business will be presented. 





The Star Fire of Louisville has completed 
its organization and will operate in the larger 
It will join the Western Union. 


cities. 
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SUBJECTS OF THE FIELD. 


The effort in Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky 
and Tennessee to have one organization of 
field men is attracting more than usual at- 
tention. In Indiana and Michigan both union 
and non-union special agents have organizi- 
tions and occasionally they meet jointly. The 
two organizations in Indiana affiliate through 
conference committees. 

The plan as suggested contemplates the for- 
mation of a single association in each of these 
fields, with the understanding that separation 
will not be made a factor in the business. It 
it doubtful whether the governing committee 
of the Union would ratify such a procedure. 
It is not likely that the Union will relinquish 
separation at this time, even though it has 
about run its course. Probably 75 per cent of 
the union companies’ agents are on a strictly 
union basis, but the separation feature is ruling 
particularly in new appointments and in the 
establishment of the new agencies. 

The non-union people take the ground that 











with separation so far under way, the union 
companies are anxious for co-operation from 
the non-union ranks. For this reason the non 
union clubs in Michigan and Ohio refuse to 
affiliate through joint conference committees. 
In Kansas and Missouri the associations in- 
clude both classes of field men, as does the 
Minnesota and Dakota State Board. It is 
understood that if an association is formed 
in Iowa a similar arrangement will be made. 

There are many features of field work 
wherein both classes of companies can co- 
operate, even if there is some antagonism due 
to separation. It will hardly be possible for 
the union companies to 
through these field clubs. 

The men of Indiana made a 
proposition to their companies to agree on 
uniform compensation, this being a forerunner 
of the proposition to amalgamate the two field 
associations of the State. The non-union com- 
panies, however, did not regard this. movement 
with favor. 


suppress separation 


non-union 


In Iowa, the field men seem to think that 
more co-operation can be obtained without 


formal association, but have an advisory field 
committee. Some companies 
their field men join an 
agree to co-operate in a 
ing. 


have 
association, but will 
general 


will not 


understand 


The report in the field is that Charles P 
Wofford, who is traveling for the Royal Ex 
change in Michigan and Indiana, will be 
transferred to the United States office to look 
after the southern business in the office. Mr 
Wofford was formerly deputy insurance com 
missioner of and prior to that 
time had a local agency at Memphis and trav 
eled in the field. It is also understood that 
C. C. Woodworth, special agent for Missouri, 
lowa and other western States, will be tran 
ferred to the field now covered by Mr. Woi 
ford. 


Tennessee, 


James F. Joseph, who recently resigned as 
assistant manager of the western department 
of the Manchester, to take a similar position 
with the North British, has been presented 
with an elegant silver service by the directors 
of the Manchester from the home office 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


COMMENT ON CHICAGO SITUATION. 

The situation in Chicago at the present time 
is rather an interesting one in view of the 
letter of Manager McGregor of the Queen, in 
which he gives notice that he will not be bound 
in the future on commissions and brokerages, 
giving as his reasons that others are not obey- 
ing the rules in this direction. Many people 
look upon the situation as serious, and it is 
believed that some of the members are de- 
termined to bring about a change, even at the 
expense of a rate war, 

In Manager McGregor’s letter he refers to 
the Continental, whose agents are in the board 
but whose general office is not. The Conti- 
nental’s position is not the main factor in the 
situation. It has been charged with paying 
excess brokerages and commissions, but the 
troublesome feature in this case is that board 
members use the attitude of the Continental 
as an excuse for violation. The Continental 
has been allowed to maintain its present posi- 
tion for a long time, until custom has really 
sanctioned it. 

It is known that several board members are 
notorious in violations of rules. Some of the 
large companies have agencies which are per- 
mitted to carry on business in direct violation 
of the rules. The offices which have lived up 
to the rules, and the Queen is one of them, 
have lost business thereby. The brokers and 
solicitors are attracted to the large offices 
which have the capacity. The smaller offices, 
which have gone out for brokerage, have paid 
commissions in order to secure the 
business. The traffic with suburban agents 
was also brought up as one of the features 
involving the violation of rules. 

There are very few offices that are adhering 
to the rules, most of them protecting their 
business as best they can, using as an excuse 
that they are forced to do so by the action of 
others. 

The executive committee of the Chicago Un- 
derwriters Association is endeavoring to con- 
ciliate the different interests and outline a plan 
whereby the rules will be observed. 

Some of the western managers claim that 
the only way to clarify the situation will be to 
have a rate war and give the local agents a 
taste of what that means. The agents desire 
open commissions and the companies, as a rule, 
declare that they will not allow this, as it will 
be unfair to the public. There is no doubt 
but what commissions in Chicago are entirely 
too high and the public has a right to com- 
plain, because it is compelled to pay higher 
rates on account of the high expenses. Chi- 
cago certainly needs radical reform, lower 
commissions, a readjustment of preferred rates 
and more honor in the conduct of the business. 
Whether this can be obtained without a rate 
war remains to be seen. A rate war in Chi- 
cago might involve the West, and if it can be 
avoided steps should be taken to gain the end 
without resorting to radical measures. A stiff 
run of losses in the city might do the work. 

++ ++ 
MERCANTILE FIRE A WILDCAT. 

The Mercantile Fire, located at 177 La Salle 
street, Chicago, is issuing more circulars to 
local agents, showing assets of $205,181; cap- 
ital stock, $150,000; net surplus, $30,349. It 
also emphasizes, “Losses due and unpaid, 
none.” It would perhaps be an interesting 
collection for the claimants against this com- 
pany over the country to present their losses 
in detail, which this company has either re- 
fused to pay or forced claimants to com- 
promise for a small amount. The Mercantile 
Fire has no standing whatever in reputable 
insurance circles. It is a “wildcat” and has 
been branded so by almost every insurance 
commissioner. It is entered in no State and 
it is safe to say that if it had anything like the 








excess 





funds it advertises it would comply with the 
laws. In its letter to local agents it has this 
sentence: “Do not use Lloyds, individual 
underwriters or mutuals, when you can get 
sound stock companies.” That may be very 
good advice, but stock companies of the Mer- 
cantile brand are about the worst kind of 
indemnity a property owner can have. 
t+ ++ 
AMERICAN’S RECEIPTS IN CHICAGO. 

In the published reports of the Chicago re- 
turns of the American of New Jersey, for the 
year ending June 30, 1903, the receipts of 
only one agency were given. The entire pre- 
mium receipts of the American in Chicago 
last year amounted to $111,983. The company 
has rapidly come to the front in this city 
under the able western management of Charles 
E. Sheldon and the fine work of its local 
agencies. 

++ ++ 
HAVE NOT DISSOLVED PARTNERSHIP. 

The rumor has gained currency in the West 
that Farmer & Thompson of Chicago, the 
Lloyds managers, have dissolved partnership. 
Both members of the firm emphatically deny 
the report, saying a new partnership contract 
was entered into last October for a year. 





WHEELING TROUBLE HAS BLOWN OVER 





Local Agents Were at First Stampeded by 
Public Clamor Against the Pink 
Slip Advance. 


The trouble among the local 
Wheeling, W. Va., seems to 
blown over. 


agents at 
have almost 
While some of them claim that 
the action of the companies was arbitrary as 
regards the “pink slip” advance, yet it is dif- 
ficult for the outside observer to take this 
point of view, inasmuch as the matter was 
submitted to the local board and the advance 
declared only after it was endorsed by the 
board. 

At a meeting of the Wheeling Board of 
Trade, held on November 23, the improve- 
ments recommended in the waterworks sys- 
tem were endorsed, and it was certain that 
the city council would vote the necessary ap- 
propriation on the following Wednesday 
evening. Under the charter of Wheeling the 
city cannot issue bonds for such purposes ex- 
cept by a special act of the state legislature, 
which does not meet until January, 1905. The 
amount required will be borrowed from other 
funds until the issuance of bonds is legalized. 

To sum up the situation, the local agents 
seem to have been stampeded by the popular 
clamor, and politics was being worked to 
prevent the much needed improvements to the 
water supply. 





WILL PURSUE A CONSERVATIVE COURSE. 

J. S. Frelinghuysen, who will manage the 
“Insurance Underwriters Policy” of the 
Spring Garden, states that the company does 
not contemplate writing target lines or insur- 
ing big risks below the tariff. He asserts that 
it will be the policy of this institution to main- 
tain rates and will not injure the business of 
the agents of the Spring Garden. Its policy 
will be a conservative one. 





Statistics in the Indiana Insurance depart- 
ment show that the people of that State pay 
out $13,000,000 annually for all kinds of insur- 
ance ; $7,000,000 for old line insurance~ $5,000,- 
ooo for fire insurance, $600,000 for accident in- 
surance and $200,000 for fraternal insurance. 


COMPANY WANTED. 


Wanted—In Barnesville, Ohio, a non- 
union fire company to write a nice line 
of preferred risks and some outside busi- 
ness. Address BOX 138. 

















QHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


COLUMBUS AGENTS ALL MAKE [IERRY. 








Poem, Song and Talk Combine to Make a 
Pleasant Function—Everybody Made 
a Speech and Yet Live. 


The Columbus (Ohio) Fire Underwriters 
Association inaugurated on the evening of 
November 30, at Hotel Hartman, what prom- 
ises to be a very pleasant and beneficial cus- 
tom. On that evening, the officers of this 
board entertained the members with a dinner, 
during the course of which it was decided 
to make such meetings a permanent affair, 
and a committee, consisting of Messrs. Pem- 
broke, O’Kane and Beggs, was appointed, to 
take charge of the matter. 

Notwithstanding the fact that this board is 
very conservative and refuses to allow any 
outsider present at its meetings, nor are 
the members or officers allowed to divulge 
any of the proceedings of its meetings, yet 
in this case an exception was made, and A. P. 
Ross, secretary and manager of the State as- 
sociation and the correspondent of THE WEst- 
ERN UNDERWRITER were present, in addition 
to the following members: President P. J. 
Magley, Vice-President Frank J. Macklin, 
Secretary Winfield S. Huff; executive com- 
mittee, W. J. Eilber, C. W. Bryson and Ed- 
ward Damron; members, L. R. Seely, Henry 
O’Kane, J. E. Huff, C. R. Swickard, Charles 
Kemmler, Richard H. Gardner, A. J. Pem- 
broke, W. D. Rail, George J. Magley, D. E. 
Julian, W. J. Beggs, I. E. Brubacker and 
Frank E. Lauterbach. Those prevented from 
attending through illness were remembered, a 
similar dinner being sent to the sick members. 

At the conclusion of the dinner impromptu 
toasts were called for from each gentleman 
present, and the association quartet, composed 
of Messrs. Lauterbach, Brubacker, Bryson 
and Swickard, imposed a choice selection, 
originated from the brain of Bryson, upon 
the victims of the evening. It was proposed 
to make the quartet and its poet permanent 
fixtures of the board, but when it was sug- 
gested that they be sent to Europe to culti- 
vate their voices, and O’Kane requested to 
be sent along, confusion reigned, and no one 
knows what was done in the matter. Presi- 
dent Magley was compelled to ask what mo- 
tion was before the house, after vainly trying 
to keep track of the rain of motions, amend- 
ments and substitutions. 

Finally Gardner was allowed to make his 
speech about 11 o’clock—a motion to adjourn 


—which was ably seconded by Charlie Kemm- 
ler. 





ZANESVILLE TROUBLE MAY END. 

W. S. Bell has joined the Zanesville (Ohio) 
local board. This leaves only three agents 
out, and the prospects are good that these 
agents will make application within a short 
time. The long standing trouble at Zanesville 
is now probably at an end. 

++ ++ 
CHARGES AGAINST PIQUA AGENTS. 

Complaints are being made by the loca! 
agents of Piqua, Ohio, charging J. R. Miles, 
who represents only mutual companies, witli 
rate-cutting, and J. W. Shipley, representing 
union companies, with rebating. Neither of 
these agents belong to the local board of thei: 
county and both say they will not join. 

a+ t+ 
DAGGETT TAKES PARTNER. 

H. G. Taylor, who has heretofore been i: 
the boot and shoe business at Salem, has pur- 
chased an interest in the agency of W. H. 
Daggett at Hamilton. The new 
be known as Daggett & Taylor. 


firm will 


The agency, 


in addition to representing six stock comps 
nies, has all the Ohio State mutuals, with the 
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exception of the Springfield Underwriters. 
Mr. Daggett has handled these mutuals for 
several years, and his agency has been built 
up until it is now recognized as one of the 
leading mutual agencies in the entire State. 
Mr. Daggett, although representing the mu- 
tuals, has been president of the Hamilton local 
board for the past three years. 





REPORT ON CLEVELAND BARN FIRE. 





Interesting Facts in Connection withthe Re- 
cent Car Loss—Mistake Made in 
Computing 7alues. 





The Cleveland Inspection Bureau has made 
a special report on the fire which destroyed 
the car barns and contents at Pearl street and 
Holmden avenue November 16. It states: 


“About 3 o'clock the morning of Novem- 
ber 16 a fire was discovered at or near the 
west end of the ‘north section’ of this risk, in 
a closed car, which had been brought in about 
10:30 the previous evening. It is claimed that 
no fire had been in the car stove this season, 
and, as an electrical storm was passing over 
the city, it is thought that the car crew may 
have left the trolley in contact with the over- 
head wire and lightning entered car, causing 
fire, due to the uSual defective condition of 
car wiring. The ‘main’ and ‘north sections,’ 
together with 49 closed cars, 23 open cars 
and 2 sweepers, were totally destroyed.” 

Since August 28, 1890, the following recom- 
mendations made by the Cleveland Inspection 
Bureau have been carried out: 

1. Electric light wiring overhauled 
placed in good condition. 

2. Oil storage removed from the building 
and oil-soaked wood removed. 

3. Watchmen’s clocks installed (not main- 
tained). 

4. Orders issued that all trolleys must be 
removed from overhead wire. 

The following recommendations were made 
in reinspection report, dated July 31, 1903: 

1. Have all trolleys removed from over- 
head wire. 

2. Have watchmen’s clocks maintained. 

3. Install standpipe and hose system. 

The report remarks: 

“At the time of this fire there was a west- 
erly wind of 31 miles, which, due to the open 
ends of the building, caused a strong draught 
through the building. 

“This: fire emphasizes the fact that street 
car barns should be so constructed that the 
various tracks’ spaces will be divided by non- 
combustible walls and a light iron roof over 
each track. 

“The question of inclined tracks has some 
points in its favor, but this office is strongly 
in favor of single track divisions, even with 
light division walls, with wire rope attached 
to groups of as many cars as can be handled 
at once.” 

The Cleveland Electric Railway Company 
stands to lose a big round sum of money by 
the recent fire. The insurance on the prop- 
erty carried a 100 per cent coinsurance clause 
on rolling stock and 80 per cent on buildings. 
There is considerable salvage on the rolling 
stock, and it now develops that through the 
mistake or carelessness of an employe who 
was delegated to prepare the values to be used 
as a basis for placing the insurance made a 
mistake as to the number of cars stored in 
that barn. It is now estimated that not over 
one-half insurance to values was carried. 

The mistake occurred in transposing the 
values in the South Brooklyn barn and the 
uurnt barn, one being overinsured and the 

ther underinsured. 


and 





SPRING GARDEN AT CLEVELAND. 

Special Agent W. H. Herman of the Spring 
Garden assumes, in addition to his present 
duties, the city managership of his company 
for Cleveland. -The company now has three 
agencies in the city, Barry, Lermann & 
Buerkle in the business center, and Arnold 
Cordes and John Herman on the West Side. 

his number will be increased to a consider- 
able extent. as fast as Mr. Herman finds de- 
sirable agencies, whose lines do not seriously 
conflict with those of the agencies mentioned 





above. As city manager he will have an office 
equipped with maps, etc., where the agents can 
learn by ’phone whether the company is on 
any risk or not and have lines authorized. A 
suite of four rooms has been engaged at 421 
to 424 Cuyahoga building, which will be occu- 
pied by Mr. Herman and his clerks, Dana E. 
Latimer, special agent of the Scottish Union, 
and Judge Will G. Guenther, the insurance 
attorney. This change in the handling of the 
business at Cleveland will not in anywise in- 
terfere with Mr. Herman’s field work in Ohio 
and Michigan, as a competent person will 
be in charge of the office in his absence. The 
German of Pittsburg and National of Alle- 
gheny have handled their Cleveland business 
very satisfactorily on this plan for some time. 
++ ++ 


ROYAL LOSES ITS CASE. 

A case has just been tried by Judge Tylor 
and jury at Toledo. The Royal sued John 
Lawrence, plumber, to collect over $300, which 
amount it paid to Anne Adams on a loss 
in her home. The company claims the fire 
was caused by the carelessness of some of de- 
fendant’s men. It developed during the hear- 
ing that when the fire started that men were 
not working on the contract entered into by 
Mrs. Adams and the plumber, but on other 
work of which Lawrence knew nothing. This 
fact influenced the verdict of the jury, which 
was for the defendant. 

++ ++ 
LEAVE MEAD, JR. & PRIEST. 

The Phenix of Brooklyn and the North 
British and Mercantile have transferred their 
Columbus (Ohio) agency from Mead, Jr. & 
Priest to Wyeth & Jenkins. This is a second 
agency and consequently a non-board agency. 
Burt R. Wyeth is a contractor and builder of 
‘Columbus and Charles T. Jenkins just re- 
signed as agent for the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company. 

os a+ 
OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


Mechanics, Philadelphia—Francis W. Parkinson, 
Cleveland. 


; Western, Toronto—William E. Dunford, Barber- 
“Teotropolitan—Jeba H. Grove, Columbus. 
++ ++ 
TRAGIC CLOSE OF DUKE’S CAREER. 

John K. Duke, lately a prominent local 
agent at Portsmouth, Ohio, and secretary of 
the Royal Building and Loan Association, was 
found guilty of embezzlemeint last week and 
committed suicide by shooting himself through 
the head on the morning of the 27th. Mr. 
Duke has been in feeble health ever since his 
previous attempt at suicide and was confined 
to his bed when he was called to be sentenced. 
His attorneys endeavored to gain the consent 
of the judge to sentence him without his 
presence. This being refused, a carriage was 
sent for Mr. Duke. His son, Kline, notified 
him that he had been sent for and then left 
the room on some errand, when he heard the 
shot. 

+t ++ 
HOLIDAY WARNINGS ISSUED. 

Both the Cincinnati and Cleveland rating 
bureaus have issued warnings as to the hazard 
of holiday decorations, displays, signs, etc., 
and advise agents to call the attention of their 
customers to the increased danger especially 
from electricity. 

++ 
DEATH OF AGENT LUPTON. 

William M. Lupton, a prominent local fire 
insurance agent of Martin’s Ferry, Ohio, died 
on the morning of the 22d, after an illness 
of several weeks, from a complication of dis- 
eases, leaving a wife and one son. 

Mr. Lupton was 53 years old and had been 
a resident of Martin’s Ferry for over thirty 
years. He was prominent in politics, holding 
several responsible positions in the gift of the 
Democratic party. He was a very popular 





man, making many friends and seldom losing 
one. The funeral was held on the 25th. 

The companies represented in this agency 
were the Agricultural, Cooper of Dayton, 
German of Wheeling, German of Freeport, 
Insurance Company of North America, Hart- 
ford, National of Hartford and Cincinnati 
Underwriters. 





SOME HAPPENINGS AT SPRINGFIELD. 





What the Local Agents Are Doing in the 
Prosperous City—Some Changes 


Are Noted. 





T. J. Collins, for a number of years a 
Springfield local agent, has been appointed 
financial manager of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Orphans’ Home at Xenia, at a handsome sal- 
ary. He has sold his business to Wallace & 
Corry. The companies transferred are the 
Michigan Fire & Marine and the New York 
Underwriters. He also had a second agency 
of the Royal, of which the chief agency was 
already held by the purchasers. Mr. Collins 
is said to have had $4,000 of business on his 
books. This purchase gives Wallace & Corry 
twenty-four companies. Mr. Collins was 
prominent in G. A. R., K. of P., religious and 
political circles and was the first superintend- 
ent of the State Pythian Hom:. 

Winwood & Carey, the state and special 
agent, respectively, of the Phoenix of Hart- 
ford, who have been doing a local business 
outside of the board, made application at the 
last meeting for membership and _ were 
promptly and unanimously voted in. 

Edgar G. Banta is now the only agent 
doing business in Sprinfield outside of the 
board. His business is chiefly done from his 
Urbana office, though some policies are said 
to have been written in Springfield. His com- 
panies are the Delaware, Germania and Re- 
liance. He has no Springfield supplies for at 
least one of these companies. Board agents 
say that the worst feature in his case is that 
he is said to be cutting rates. 

A number of the large manufacturing plants 
are putting in improvements suggested by the 
rating bureau and the local board, with a 
view to lessening the hazard and reducing the 
rates. By another year Springfield specials 
will have a much better reputation in the in- 
surance world on this account. 





APPOINTMENTS AT CINCINNATI. 

S. B. Stevens has been appointed Hamilton 
county manager for the Farmers & Merchants 
of Lincoln, Neb. Mr. Stevens will be the sole 
agent for the company for the county, the 
agency of William Fahrenbruck & Co., former 
managers, having been discontinued. 

The Merchants Insurance Company of St. 
Louis has appointed S. B. Stevens as man- 
ager for Hamilton county. This company has 
already installed its supplies and has started 
business in the State. 

+ ++ 
LAFAYETTE PLANTING AGENCIES. 

Chas. A. Jordan is traveling Ohio as spe- 
cial agent for the Lafayette Fire of New 
York for the purpose of planting agencies 
throughout this field. The Lafayette is a 
union company and is said to be a liberal 
writer for small amounts. 

a+ ++ 
STAMPING SECRETARY AT ASHTABULA. 

The Ashtabula Fire [Underwriters Associa- 
tion at its last meeting decided to organize 
a stamping office. The office was opened De- 
cember 1 in charge of the secretary of the 
board, I. S. Hewitt. Ashtabula conditions 
are improving and it is hoped that the organi- 
zation of this office will stamp out all tenden- 
cies toward demoralization. But two agents 
have not yet signed up, but it is thought these 
will present their applications within a short 
time. 
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OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


Neale Bros. & Schryver get the Metropoli- 
tan Fire at Cleveland. 


Neale Bros. & Schryver of Cleveland have 
given up the agency of the Lafayette. 


Thomas D. Russell & Co. have taken the 
sole agency for Cleveland of the Security of 
Cincinnati. 

Conneaut’ s pumps have been repaired, pres- 
sure is again normal and danger from fire is 
much reduced. 


The Pennsylvania Fire and Traders have 
withdrawn from the agency of Heaton & Shee- 
han at Salem. 


It is stated that the Continental will go on 
a sole agency basis at Cleveland, with Staf- 
ford, Goss & Co. 


The firm of Dial & Fullerton of Washing- 
ton C. H., Ohio, has been dissolved, Mr. Dial 
retaining the agency. 


Mansfield, O., has just installed an approved 
circuit, thus greatly lessening the danger of 
fire which existed under the old system. 


D. K. Paige, a fire insurance agent of Akron, 
O., has formed a partnership with H. L. Wil- 
son under the name of D. K. Paige & Co. 


T. V. Lyons, a local fire insurance agent of 
Miamisburg, O., has formed a_ partnership 
with Edmund C. Weber under the firm name 
of Lyons & Weber. 


Walter M. Scarborough, of Scarborough 
& Ford of Toledo, O., has severed his con- 
nection with the firm and has opened an 
agency in the Spitzer building. 


The Miami County (O.) Association of 
Local Fire Insurance Agents put their stamp- 
ing office into operation December 1, under 
charge of Secretary H. E. Bowman. 


Bush-Parkers Insurance Agency has_ en- 
gaged offices in the new First National Bank 
building, at Norwood. This building will be 
ready for occupancy about February, 1904. 


The Fremont fire department did good work 
at the Simple Account File Company’s factory, 
which burned last week, although it was the 
first fire they have been called to in months. 


P. Bert Nohilly and H. W. Gundling have 
formed a partnership, under the name of No- 
hilly & Gundling, and have opened an agency 
in the New Registry building at Wheeling. 


C. H. Knapp of Medina has sold his agency 
and will move to Washington, D. C. The 
L. & L. & G. has transferred to Blake Hen- 
drickson. An attorney will take the agency 
of the Columbia. 


P. J. Magley, president of the Columbus 
(O.) local board of fire insurance agents, is 
being talked of as district representative of 
the Odd Fellows. His lodge will present his 
name as a candidate. 


The Scottish National of Chicago, which 
lately made application for an Ohio license, 
has selected Edward Damron as its Columbus 
(Ohio) agent as soon as it is authorized to 
do business in the State. 


The Washington county branch of the Ohio 
Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents 
held its annual banquet at the Wakefield Hotel 
at Marietta last week. Twelve members were 
present. Toastmaster J. W. Sturgiss ad- 
dressed the meeting. 


H. C. Frommann has sold his Wapakoneta 
(Ohio) agency to Charles E. Fisher. Mr. 
Fisher is new to the business, occupying at 
present the position of city clerk in his home 
town. Mr. Frommann is compelled to quit 
business owing to ill health. 


Charges of rate-cutting, misrepresentation, 
writing blanket policies when part of the prop- 
erty was located several squares away from 
the building supposed to contain it, have been 
preferred against A. R. Hawthorn of Troy, O., 
by the local board of which he is a member. 


The Metropolitan Fire oe Company 
of Chicago appointed John H. Grove its Col- 
umbus (Ohio) agent. The same company has 
appointed Schieble Bros. its Dayton represen- 
tative. George Essig, secretary of the com- 
pany, is making a tour throuth the Stete se- 
curing agents and looking after the interests 
of his company. 





UNDERWRITING IN MICHIGAN 


ANOTHER SNAG IN HART ADJUSTMENT. 








Companies Find a Second Hard Nut to Crack 
in Loss on General Store at 
Stephenson. 





The companies have again met a problem 
in settling the loss on the general store of 
C. S. Hart of Stephenson. It will be remem- 
bered that this man had a loss on _ poles, 
regarding which there arose considerable con- 


“flict and he brought suit. In the present in- 


stance he is holding all companies liable 
whether they should contribute or not. Two 
policies were written in the German of Free- 
port and Northern, one to take the place of the 
other. He holds both of them as contributors. 
In another instance the Orient and Continen- 
tal are both held liable, although there is a 
dispute in regard to these policies, they claim- 
ing the policies written two days after the 
fire were not authorized. Adjusters in the 
present instance state that they think they 
have a hard nut to crack. The amount of 
damage claimed is $17,482. 
The list of companies and amounts are: 


Aach & Mun...$ 500 Detroit ....... $1,000 
Anchor ........ 750 Ger. Alliance.. 500 
Brit. Amer. ... 1,000 Gen. Amer. ....1,000 
Cent. Mfrs. .... Hamb. Brem...1,000 

Mut. O. .... 1,500 United Und. .. 1,000 
Citizens, Mo... 1,500 Westchester ... 1,000 
Cooser .:....... 7@ 


The policies in dispute are German of 
Freeport, $1,000; Northern, $1,000; Orient, 
$1,000; Continental, $2,000 





MICHIGAN FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


American, Pa.—E. H. Ashley, Ithaca. 

Agricultural—J. S. Doherty & Co., Escanaba. 

American, N. J.—W. E. Merwin, Moscow. 

Citizens, Mo.—P. T. Magan, Berrien Springs; 
Fred O’Melay, Hillsdale: C. H. Chase. Lansing. 

Fire Assn.—Garrod & Post, Holland. 

Germania—J. H. P. George, Vassar. 

Greenwich—J. W. Ewing, Grand Ledge. 

Ilartford—D. R. Brown, Deckerville: Oscar 
Rogers, Elkton: J. W. Bailey, Leslie: D. W. Chase, 
Midland: F. N. Selby, Montrose: J. T. Hadwin, 
Sebewaing: Jas. McCarron, Sanilac Centre: H. FE. 
Harrison, Vassar. 

Lafayette, N. Y.—J. W. Ewing, Grand Ledge. 
, L — & London & Globe, Eng.—W. A. Watts, 
wwe 

Milwaukee Mechanics—E. J. Schoolcraft, Port 
Iiuron. 

National, Ireland—Ferguson & Wallace. East 
Saginaw. 

Sea & Lake, Ill.—Armstrong & Co., Mt. Clemens; 
E. J. Schoolcraft, Port Huron. 

Western, Can.—Rouse & Sattler, Lansing. 
‘ haat City, N. Y.—Knaggs & Plum, Bay 
“ity. 





++ ++ 


TO DISCUSS RATES OF LANSING. 

The Manufacturers Club of Lansing has 
_utlined plans for taking up several subjects 
concerning the city. One of the first topics 
to be discussed will be the matter of fire insur- 
ance and insurance rates. Several business men 
claim that rates are too high and that the 
fire insurance companies are conducting their 
business on too great an expense ratio, the 
cost being saddled on the policyholders. It 


may be decided to organize a mutual company. 
++ 


MAY BE TROUBLE AT ALLEGAN. 

Special agents report that conditions in Al- 
legan are bordering on a rate war. Rate-cut- 
ting is alleged in many cases, and the compa- 
nies do not propose to lose their business, and 
a fight will be put up if the offending company 


does not come into line. 
++ ++ 


IMARSHALL STILL A SORE SPOT. 

A committee appointed by the recent joint 
mecting of special agents recently visited Mar- 
shall in the interest of good practices. They 
tried to organize a local board, but failed in 
their efforts. The rate conditions are bad, and 
the committee is at sea as to the best methods 
to prrsue. One member of the committee said 
unless certain companies would live up to the 
good practices about which they were con- 





stantly preaching, that.a general upsetting of 
rates might result, to the great detriment of 
all. Some companies will not put up with the 
growing tendency to deviate from the tariff 
much longer, and if lack of good faith be con- 
tinued on the part of some, rates will soon 
be declared open. 
++ ++ 
DETROIT AGENCY CHANGES. 

There is considerable shifting going on at 
Detroit in the alignment of the union and 
non-union forces. The City and Suburban 
Homes Company recently resigned the Con- 
tinental and took the agencies of the London 
Assurance and the London and Lancashire. 
Ainger, Swales & Preston, who had a non- 
union agency, havé resigned all their compa- 
nies and taken the Liverpool and London and 
Globe and the Scottish Union and National. 
McLaughlin Bros., who represented the Lon- 
don Assurance and Citizens, will resign those 
companies and take some non-union com- 
panies. 

+t ae 
SITUATION IN GRAND RAPIDS. 

The situation at Grand Rapids is now very 
satisfactory. The city has been mostly re- 
rated, and while there have been some pro- 
tests among the assured, the local agents are 
masters of the situation and have explained 
the matter satisfactorily to their customers. 
Following the application of schedule rates, 
there have been many improvements in the 
city, especially on part of the larger concerns. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


Grant M. Morse of Portland, Mich., sells 
his agency to W. I. Brooks. 


A volunteer fire department, composed of 26 
young men, has been organized at Hubbell. 


Work has begun on the new system of un- 
derground wiring for the fire alarm system at 
Battle Creek. 


Hancock is laying over 1,000 feet of water 
pipe for protection of the residents of the 
Quincy Hillside District. 


Sprinklers are being instailed in the new 
plant of the Grand Rapids Engraving Com- 
pany, Wealthy avenue, Grand Rapids. 


The Port Huron common council recom 
mends the purchase of two rew steamers for 
use of the fire department, at expense of about 
$8,000. 


The recent serious fire at Calumet, destroy- 
ing the dry goods house of Hosking & Co.. 
is thought to have been the work of incen- 
diaries. 


The new rate sheet for Ironwood is out and 
local agents state that while there have been 
increases in some instances many reductions. 
ranging from 5 to 40 per cent, are shown. 


Garrod & Post is the name of the firm which 
succeeds to the John C. Post agency at Hol- 
land. The firm is composed of William J. Gar- 
rod, son-in-law. and Richard H. Post, son oi 
the late J. C. Post. 


The Alpena fire department has two old and 
inefficient engines and at the last council met 
ing a committee was appointed to look int: 
the matter of disposing of one or both of the: 
and supplanting them with a new steamer. 


Coopersville will have better protection. The 
village council has authorized entering into * 
contract with a Jackson firm for laving wate 
mains, and with H. E. Horton of Chicago fo 
the erection of water tower at expense 0 
$3,750. 


A system of fire alarm boxes may be estal 
lished at South Haven, the matter havin: 
been taken up at the last.common counc! 
meeting and was referred jointly to a fire and 
water committee, to be reported on at the 
next meeting. 


Houghton recently authorized a bond issu: 
of $100,000, for a waterworks system, and th 
first step in this improvement has been com 
pleted. This is the building of concrete wall 
at the Bubble Springs. The springs are in 
tended as an additional source of water 
supply. 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


RATE WAR AT PRINCETON IS ENDED. 








Local Agents All Sign An Agreement to Abide 
by the Tariff of 1900 Until Town 
Is Rated. 


The long rate war at Princeton, Ill, has 
heen brought to a close. It will be remem- 
bered that the Northwestern National opened 
the war at Princeton, following the unionism 
of the Mesenkop agency. It has been contin- 
ued for two years and seven months. Many 
of the local agencies have had to write busi- 
ness much below tariff, and considerable bit- 
terness has resulted on account of the dis- 
turbance. The agreement, which was signed 
unanimously by all the agents, provides that 
the tariff of 1900 shall govern until the city 
can be re-rated, which will require two or 
three weeks’ time. Small receipts, corres- 
pondingly small commissions and general ex- 
haustion are given as the most potent factors 
in bringing about the settlement. 





CLAIM CONTINENTAL IS AFTER SCALPS. 

Field men of Illinois say the Continental 
is after scalps. The Continental contends 
has a grievance wherever it shows fight and 
uses the same “relief’’ measures as the Union. 
At Vandalia it is claimed the company through 
Agent Guinn has secured some brick buildings 
at a cut. Complaint is also made of similar 
operations in Mt. Sterling, Clayton and Barry 
The Continental claims that it is merely get- 
ting back what was taken from it. 

+e t+ 
SAY THEY WILL PROTECT BUSINESS. 

Agents at Yorkville are complaining that 
the Northwestern National is 
there at reduced rates. 
tend to protect 
companies to co-operate. 

The companies object to that part of the 
local agents’ letter wherein they very inde- 
pendently ask companies to come to their aid 
or take up-their supplies. The special agents 
will ask that part of the letter to be withdrawn 
before any assistance is given. The field men 
held a meeting Monday to consider the York- 
ville situation. 


after business 
They state they in- 


their business and ask the 


+e ae 
GRAIN IN ILLINOIS. 
Until the corn crop gets in mills and eleva- 
tors, local agents will find small picking in 
grain premiums in The wheat crop 
was light and hence there is little 


The corn crop is counted quite good. 
at a+ 


Illinois. 


stored. 


COMPLAINT FROM AURORA. 

lhe local agents at Aurora are complain- 
ing quite a little because their town has not 
been re-rated. In fact, the ratebook in Aurora 
is in bad shape, owing to the fact that it has 
not been revised for a long time. The 25 per 
cent advance still applies. Owing to the bad 
of the there having been so 
amendments, it is difficult to obtain the 
correct rate on a risk. The 
anxious for the town to be 


shape 
many 


ratebook, 


agents are very 
rated under the 


new schedules. 
Pe + 
VEXATIOUS COMPETITION AT PEORIA. 
local agent at Peoria is said to have 


discovered a novel method of rebating. He is 
a wealthy retired farmer and to have some- 
thing to do took an agency. He makes a 
“straight canvass” of the residence districts, 
an! as an inducement for placing their insur- 
at with him, it is said he offers to plant 
owner’s front yard with fruit trees. It is 
| that some of the property owners will be 
surprised at the kind of fruit they will get 
wnen the trees grow up, but the agent would 














gather an unwelcome crop if his rivals had 
their way. He bothers the smaller agents 
chiefly, but his competition is annoying. He is 
described in the city directory as “capitalist, 
real estate, insurance, tree and _ flower 
planter.” 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 


The Traders has gone into the Blooming- 
ton Underwriters Agency at Bloomington. 


Judge 
the firm 


Harry Anderson 
Charles B. 


name to be 


has taken County 
Thomas in partnership, 
Thomas & Anderson. 


J. P. Gonigan has sold his agency at Ot- 
tawa to W. W. & E. J. Curtis. That firm 


now represents nine union companies. 


The Illinois Valley Inspection Bureau is 
preparing to install the card system of rating 
at Joliet. About thirty cabinets will be put 
out. 


William Funk of Bloomington has _pur- 
chased the agencies of the State of Illinois 
and the German of Peoria from W. B. Gard- 
ner. Mr. Gardner will hereafter give all his 
time to the farm business of the Forest City. 





WITH THE INDIANA AGENTS. 








INSURANCE ON THE LIBRARY. 
Ind., is: “Shall 
the Carnegie Library be insured?” Policies 
were placed on the new $25,000 building cov- 
ering loss by fire at a cost of $370 in 
premiums by the committee in charge. But 
when the bill came before the council it was 
rejected, the council claiming that it had ful- 
filled its obligations when it purchased a site 
for the building and levied a tax to sustain it. 
The library board would probably insure the 
building if it had the money. 

+e a+ 


The question at Elwood, 


REBATING IN INDIANA. 

Several field are convinced that con- 
siderable rebating is being done in different 
parts of the State by local agents. Terre 
Haute is cited as a city where rebates are in- 
fluencing some of the big risks. 


men 


++ ++ 


INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
American, Newark—Baker & Gibbons, Rochester ; 
M. J. Saunders, Lowell. 
ilartford Fire—Veter B. 
vin Robinson, Warsaw : 
pelier; Ellsworth D. Davis, 
London Assurance—James M. 
mond; Williams & Williams, Washington. 
Milwaukee Mechanics—J. W. Belshaw, Lowell. 
Northwestern National—Lewis & Bower, Tip- 
ton: Harvey J. Leonard, Anderson. 
Norwich Union—Nourse & Limberger, Rockford. 
Security—Jos. Studebaker, Flora. 
Teutonia, Dayton—Jere Gerrard & Co., 


++ ++ 
INDIANA THEATER RATES. 
The new theater schedule has boosted up 
rates so that local agents claim in some cases 
the assured will not pay the figure. 





Monical, 
Benjamin F. 


Bedford; Al- 
Carl, Mont- 
North Vernon. 


Bradford, Ham- 





Muncie. 





INDIANA NOTES. 


An explosion of artificial gas caused a loss 
in a residence at Columbus, Ind. All explo- 
sions are therefore not due to natural gas. 


There are now two insurance men on the 
Indianapolis city council, Joseph Gasper of the 
Mutual Benefit Life and Albert E. Uhl of the 
Richardson & Kothe agency. 





D. C. Osmun, Jr., special agent of the Lon- 
don and Lancashire, at Denver, has resigned 
to devote his time to independent adjusting. 











DON’T FORGET OUR . 


“AGENTS LETTER” 


THOMPSON & CO. 

FIRE INSURANCE STENOGRAPHERRS, 
TYPEWRITERS AND MIMEOGRAPHERS. 
Phone Central 5017. 1016 New York Life Building. 

CHICAGO. 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


WILL PUSH THE WORK IN WISCONSIN. 








Local Agents Association Will Have a Manager 
to Solicit Memberships in the State 
Organization. 


The Wisconsin Association of Local Agents 
in addressing the agents of the State says: 

“We ask your support in the strengthening 
of the work of our organization and, in fact, 
we should enroll every agent in the State as 
a member, as the needs of the times demand 
organization. We are entitled to your sup- 
port by what we have accomplished for the 
business in this State, as well as in other 
States through our National association. We 
have already had the assurance of every 
prominent company in the United States, 
pledging themselves to prohibit over-head 
w riting, and other evils of the business. 

‘The possibilities of a strong organization 
in this State are great; to control, and, we 
might say, to prohibit any legislation that 
would be against our best interests. By mak- 
ing a strong and vigorous stand for our rights 
as citizens and business men, we will elevate 
the position of a local agent above that of a 
servant, to that of a partner of the underwrit- 
ing firm, and be entitled to more consideration 
in the management of the underwriting busi- 
ness. 

“We have several important questions yet 
to be solved by our state and National asso- 
ciations ; we want you to aid us, by sending in 
your application for membership at once, as 
this business is as important to you as it is to 
every agent in the business. Every man in 
the business must do his share, and contribute 
his mite for the general welfare of the busi- 
ness. For two months in each year we ex- 
pect to employ as a manager in this State an 
old insurance man, and one who has a wide 
experience as an agent, and of considerable 
executive ability, to complete the organization 
in this State, and to be on call in case his ser- 
vices are needed in any part of the State, to 
correct any bad practices that might be injuri- 
ous to the business in that section, or the bus- 
iness of the State at large. 

“The most important question to the local 
agent to-day is the subject of brokerage, 
which in the very near future must be eradi- 
cated from the business, and it will need a 
strong combination and the loyal and unquali- 
fied support of every local agent in the State. 
This question is one that will arise in the 
near future, and it is of as much importance 
to you as it is to any agent in the business. 
The idea has somehow been fixed in the 
minds of the agents in the smaller towns and 
in the country, that this organization is for 
the sole benefit of the city agent, but we wish 
to assure you that you are entirely mistaken, 
as the city agent, in nearly every instance, has 
a strong local organization whereby he can 
control matters of this kind much better than 
the agents in the smaller towns, or the coun- 
try, where they are not well organized.” 





WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Aachen & Munich—Bert W. Hammann, Wau 
paca. 

Etna—James O. Ryder, Waterloo. 

American, Newark—L. J. Brehm, Burlington ; 
J. C. Pierce, Wild Rose; L. W. Hettinger, West- 
field. 

British American, N. Y.—E. W. Heiss, Eau 
Claire. 


Buffalo German—®O. A. Braun, Milwaukee; John 
A. Love and Don Van Wart, Beloit. 
Concordia—O, A. Braun, Milwaukee. 


Detroit F. & M.—George C. Dickinson, Antigo. 


Firemans Fund—Joseph and John Kloeck, Osh- 
kosh. 

German, Freeport—L. H. Fowler, Amherst. 

German, VPeoria—Frank J. Schumacher, Port 


Washington ; 
bruster, 
erville ; 
Young, 
Chien. 
Germania 
United 
Frank W. 
Home, N.Y. 
Charles Weingarten, 
Menomonie. 


Alsworth Ford, Berlin; 
Cedarburg; Valentine Fischer, 
Henry Unglaub, Hartford; 
Lancaster; James A. 


John Arms- 
Schleising- 
Theodore M. 
Gurran, Prairie du 


Freeman G. Gilkey, Grand 
Und., Chicago—Arthur L. 
Erbacher. Milwaukee. 
..—Elmer DD. Morse, Princeton: 
Wilton; George H. Seeley, 


Rapids. 
Richards, 


Home F. & M.—Charles 8S. Whittlesey, Grand 
Rapids; H. F. Hubbard, Manitowoc; Charles 
Mertle, Marshfield. 

State of Ill—John M. Brophy, Lone Rock: 
Harwood V. Page, Prairie du Sac; John H. Wall, 


Fort Atkinson. 
Morgan and Hartvig P. 


Main, Madison. 
ay; 


Highland: J. F. Schreiner, 
Lafayette-—George F. 

Axelberg. Washburn. 
Law Union & Crown—Emma C. 


Milwaukee Mechanics—E. Rondon, Green B: 
Gordon Helmicks, Deerfield. 
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THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


Considerable I1l-Feeling Results Over the Fight 
on Preferred Business in the Sun- 
flower State. 





There are now about twenty-four towns in 
Kansas where rates have been thrown open 
on account of non-union competition. Several 
of the field men in Kansas are very much 
opposed to the action of the companies in 
throwing open rates in Kansas 

The bone of contention is the preferred 
business. Inasmuch as premiums from each 
town are made public. it has been easy to find 
what class of companies have the preferred 
business. Some of the union companies 
seem bent on opening rates wherever the non- 
union companies are strong. This has led to 
an opposition movement on part of some of 
the non-union leaders by opening rates at 
Lawrence, where the union companies had 
most of the business. I* is learned that if 
the union. companies pers.st in opening rates, 
the non-union companies will begin a sim- 
ilar crusade in all points where the union 
companies have the business. The fight at 
Newton, brought on by the union companies, 
and at Lawrence by the 1 n-union companies, 
has about ceased. The Kansas Fire Preven- 
tion Association has not had any meeting 
recently and does not =:em able to become 
much of a factor, owing to this internecine 
warfare. 





VIOLATIONS CHARGED AT DES MOINES. 

The first violation in te new Des Moines 
local board came un during the last few days, 
when Miss Mary Frase, a solicitor in the 
agency of A. E. Clark, was charged with vio- 
lation of the rules. Each agent put up a for- 
feit of $50. She threatens to take the matter 
into court if the charge against her is sus- 
tained and she is compelled to forfeit the $50. 
It is stated that other agents have also been 
brought on the carpet, charged with violations. 

ae + 
DEARTH ISSUES A WARNING. 

Commissioner Dearth of Minnesota has is- 
sued a warning against the Indemnity Ex- 
change of Chicago, claiming there is no execu- 
tive head to the company, subscribers being 
liable to heavy assessments in case of many 
losses, and also that in event of a contest 
every individual policyholder would have to be 
sued. 

++ ++ 
RATES OPEN AT GUTHRIE. 

Union companies have declared rates open 
at Guthrie, Okla., owing to non-union com- 
petition. 

+e +t 
RETIRES FROM TWO STATES. 

The Royal Exchange has now taken up its 
agency at Omaha, the only one it had in the 
State, and will retire from Nebraska, as it 
found that a single agency did not pay. It 
has also taken up its Topeka agency and may 
retire from other towns in that State. 

++ ++ 


FIRE PROTECTION AT FARGO. 

Fire insurance companies are becoming con- 
siderably exercised over the condition of the 
fire department in Fargo, N. Dak. Losses in 
Fargo have been very heavy and the experi- 
ence of most companies shows their loss ratio 
is far up in the scale. The trouble seems to 
be with the condition of the fire department. 
The town has grown rather rapidly and the 
department has not kept pace. The city has 
no engine, but borrowed one, having returned 
it before the recent fire. The chief of the 
department says if they had an engine the re- 
cent courthouse fire could easily have been 





put out. The mains in the city are too small 
and are entirely inadequate for direct pressure. 
Some companies are considering withdraw- 
ing from the town and it is likely that rates 
will be considerably increased. 
++ ++ 
TO DINE DES MOINES AGENTS. 

The field men of Iowa will tender a banquet 
to the Des Moines agents on the evening of 
December 15. It was the purpose of the field 
men to give this banquet when the Des Moines 
board was organized, but it was postponed. 
It does not seem likely that any attempt will 
be made to organize a field club at this time, 
the feeling being that the State can be regu- 
lated better and more co-operation secured 
without a formal organization. A method is 
being devised whereby good practices will pre- 
vail throughout the State and local clubs will 
be organized wherever it seems best. 

++ ++ 
BATES GIVEN A DINNER. 

E. P. Bates of Topeka, who leaves the field 
for the A=tna to become an independent ad- 
juster at Oklahoma City, was tendered a ban- 
quet by the Kansas field men a few evenings 
ago. The following was the program: 
“The Bachelor's TIQRGCAD 6.51055 6.5.002040: 

ES er ee eee ye Charles F. Hardy 
“Three Fishers Went Sailing Away to the 
MEE eA Sarkceceaiascuoueon W. H. Lininger 
“Watchman, What of the Night?”....... 
G. A. Bailey 
“The Social Side of Unsocial Business”. . 
T. E. Griffith 
“The Man from Missouri”....... C. A. Walsh 
“Sow With a Generous Hand”...H. Clarkson 
“Esprit de Corps”............-. A. E. Pinkney 
“He Travels Fastest Who Travels Alone” — 
L. C. Bailey 
“Knock and the World Knocks with You, 
Boost and You Boost Alone”. .C. W. Fort 
“From the Mountain to the Plain”...... 
Piers pe res Paul Gaylord 
“The Dependence of Independence”...... 
Charles F. Thomas 
“Au Revoir, But Not Good-Bye”..E. P. Bates 


M. W. Van Valkenburg officiated as toast- 
master. 


++ ++ 
NEW TOWN MUTUAL. 

Missouri is to have a new town mutual fire 
insurance company in the Phoenix Town Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company, recently or- 
ganized in St. Louis. Peters & Peters of that 
city are the attorneys for the company. Since 
the town mutuals were placed under the su- 
pervision of the Missouri department most of 
them have gone out of business, a case of 
the survival of the fittest, and not many new 
companies have been organized; in fact, this 
is the second one organized under the new 
law, which went into effect in 1809. 

++ ++ 
ACTION BY ST. LOUIS AGENTS. 

At a meeting of the members of the St. 
Louis Agents Association, held last week, the 
committee appointed to recommend a form 
of policy covering the coinsurance law passed 
by the last Missouri legislature made its re- 
ports, and a form of policy was adopted. The 
committee appointed to draft a policy for the 
World’s Fair buildings reported that it would 
be able to report a policy form at the next 
meeting. 

++ ++ 
OLD CLAIM IS ALLOWED. 

The last appropriation committee of the 
United States Congress allowed a claim for 
the Phoenix Insurance Company of St. Louis 
for $5,000 on property insured by that com- 
pany and destroyed during the war by the 
government. The company has been defunct 
many years and only four of the directors are 
said to be living now. It is probable that the 
Missouri department will seek to have the 
money paid the department, so that it can re- 
vert into the State revenue fund, as prescribed 
by law. 








LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES. 


ROYAL TRUST COMPANY CRITICIZED. 





Life Men Believe It Is Making a Mistake in 
Acting as Trustee for Bond Scheme 
Concerns. 


Some of the life insurance men of the West 
are criticizing the Royal Trust Company of 
Chicago, one of the fair class institutions of 
the kind in the big city, for acting as trustee 
for institutions which are deemed question- 
able in some respects, or at least are not in 
line with legal reserve life insurance. Some 
of them issue contracts which well-informed 
life men claim are being misrepresented and 
cannot be sold on their merits. People who 
know the reputation of the Royal Trust Com- 
pany are induced often to purchase contracts 
because its name is published on the litera- 
ture. Some of the bond schemes are being 
furthered, largely due to the seeming endorse- 
ment of the Royal Trust Company. 

The American Guaranty Company is mak- 
ing good use of the Royal Trust Company. 
Life men have criticized the American Guar 
anty severely because they believe its con 
tracts are misleading and the profits thereon 
can be easily exaggerated. Actuaries claim 
that the company cannot mature many of its 
contracts on the promises _ that 
made. 

The Order of the Republic, another amor 
phous bond concern, with a surt of accident 
insurance feature, uses the Royal Trust Com 
pany as trustee and is able to gain a hearing 
thereby. 

The Equitable Loan & Trust Company, 
which has some alliance with the Home Mu- 
tual Benefit Life of South Bend, Ind., a dual 
sort of contract being issued, the policy of the 
life company backing the loan obtained from 
the Equitable by the policyholder, also uses 
the Royal Trust. 

Life men believe that the Royal Trust Com 
pany is making a serious mistake in acting as 
trustee or in any way seeming to act as spon- 
sor for institutions of the nature named. Too 
many people take it for granted that all prom- 
ises will be fulfilled and that the responsibilit 
of the institutions is unquestioned because the 
name of the Royal Trust Company is on their 
literature. The argument is that the Royal 
Trust does not know whether the reserve put 
up is ample to protect the contracts. 


are being 





SHERRILL GLAD TO BE BACK. 

In the Illinois Life Bulletin W. H. Sherrill 
opens his soul to the agents and tells them he 
is glad to return to the company as assistant 
manager of agencies. He thinks the Illinois 
Life is the “best ever” and has splendid pros- 
pects for its men. 

++ ++ 
REVERSES THE LOWER CoOuRTS. 

The United States Supreme Court has re- 
versed the decision of the lower court in the 
case of H. D. Cable of the Cable Piano Com 
pany of Chicago against the United States 
Life. Mr. Cable applied for a policy of $50. 
cco in the company, and when it was delivered. 
it is stated, he refused to accept it. A few 
days later he became ill and a friend called 
and paid the premium. The company held 
that the policy was not in effect unless the 
assured was in good health at the time of d 
livery. Suit was brought in the Illinois court. 
but the company desired to have the case tricd 
in the United States court. The federal court 
took jurisdiction and decided in favor of the 
company, which was sustained by the United 
States Court of Appeals. t 
in its ruling said: 

“This contention furnishes no ground for 
equitable jurisdiction in a case like this. Where 
the plaintiff, in a state court, which has juris- 
diction over the subject matter, brings the <e- 


The Supreme Court 
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iendant properly within such jurisdiction, he 
is entitled to the trial of his cause in that 
court unless the case be removed to the fed- 
eral court upon some constitutional ground. 
if that ground exists the removal can be made, 
but if it does not, equitable jurisdiction does 
not accrue to the federal court because it 
thought the law, as administered by that court, 
is more favorable to the party seeking its aid. 
We think the Circuit Court has no jurisdic- 
tion in this case.” 
++ ++ 
GOOD STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL. 

The quarterly statement of the National Life 
of Vermont, as of September 30, for the first 
nine months, is as follows: 








INCOME. 
PremiumS ......++.+. $3,174,022.80 
Annuities .......... 378,650.37 
Interest and rents.. 912,037.64 
All other sources ... 1,114.00 
$4,465,824.81 
$28,414,080.81 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Death claims ...... $ 689,113.58 
Annuities ....cs.00- 58,427.92 
Matured claims, sur- 
rendered policies a 
and dividends .... 724,835.23 
To policyholders... $1,472,376.73 
Taxes, commissions 
and all other dis- 
bursements .- 928,764.09 





$2,401,140.82 


Net assets, October 1, 1903...... $26,012,939.99 

8,211 policies issued and revived since January 
1, 1903, insuring $14,766,626.29. 

62,121 policies in force October 1, 1903, insur- 
ing $123,059,548.33. : : Fi 

Paid to policyholders since organization, $24, 
712,505.44. 

++ ++ 
LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 


OHIO. 


Home—Hamilton Davis, Pilcher. 

Massachusetts—Henry H. Muller, 
Mrs. C. A. Long, Germantown. 

Phenix Mutual—Wm. G. Nelson, Athens; Al- 
bert R. Guthridge, Columbus; John M. Britton, 
Cincinnati; John M. Kramer, Dayton. 

Pittsburg Life & _Trust—Charles M. Preston, 
Granville; J. I. Hoffman, Dayton. 

WISCONSIN. 

tna—George H. Clarke, Evansville; J. 
derson, Chicago, Ill. (for Wisconsin). . 

Sankers Life, Des Moines—G. W. Caswell, Fort 
Atkinson; H. R. Pettit, Kenosha. 

Manbattan—C. K. Boyington, Hurley. 

Minnesota Mutual—Otto Heim, Milwaukee. 

Mutual Benefit—Robert A. Etter and Benjamin 
G. Treat, Monroe. 

National, U. 8S. A—-Frank S. McDuffie, She- 
boygan. 

New York—J. C. Penn, Monroe; Abraham Zorn, 
Milwaukee; William H. Frost, Almond. 

Penn Mutual—Clarence P. Howe, Waukesha ; 
Egbert Wyman, Crandon; Peter A. Brown, Rhine- 
lander: Nathan M. Heller, Milwaukee. 

Prudential—Peter J. Decett, William J. Decett, 
Eau Claire; Joseph P. Halasha, Ludwig Milola- 
jewski, Milwaukee; William J. Murray, Waukesha ; 
John W. Smuden, Milwaukee; A. y. Brown, 
Watertown. 

Security Trust & Life—Israel H. Ady, Sparta; 
Charles Todd, Wilton. 

Union Mutual—oO. S. Lowell, Watertown. 

MICHIGAN. 

Canada Life—R. A. Wood, Benton Harbor; G. E. 
Covell, Niles. 

Equitable Life, Ia—Robt. McKay, Edmore. 

Home Life—aA. Saerger, Detroit; A. 
Leonard, Detroit; S. G. Samons, Flint. 

Massachusetts Mutual—G,. D. McFarlane, Perry: 
Cc. D. Rouse, Grand Rapids. 

Minnesota Mutl.—L. F. Scarborough, Detroit. 

New York Life—L. W. Forney, Munising; E. An- 
derson, Rockland. 

_ Northwestern Mutual 
Fredk. Stuart, Oshtemo. 

Prudential—A. E. Kidder, Lake City. 


Cincinnati ; 


Hen- 





E. L. Evans, Millington ; 


INDIANA. 
wy iMelity Mutual Life—P. C. Liggett, Fort 
ayne. 
Mutual Benefit—Abner R. Alexander, Daviess 


County; Abraham L. Whitney. Grant County. 
National Life—John Fruley, J. R. Finley and 
Albert R. Miller, Brazil. 
New York Life—W. H. Cunningham, Ewing. 
Security Mutual—Wm. White, Evansville. 


++ ++ 
WILL EXTEND ITS OPERATIONS. 

The Armstrong & Mohr Company, which 
handles the industrial or savings department 
of the Northwestern National Life, is making 
arrangements to extend its operations during 

coming year. This company acts as the 
general agent for all the small policy busi- 
ness throughout the country. Savings fund 
Offices are located in St. Paul, Chicago, St. 
Li suis, Quiney, Ill., Springfield, Ill, and East 
‘!. Louis. Perhaps Milwaukee will be the 
‘t town taken up. The company operated 
a similar department for the Northwestern 
Life and Savings, and has continued it with 


1 





the National Life. The payments are on the 
weekly plan and the machinery is operated 
about the same as an industrial life company. 
The contracts issued have reduced death ben- 
efits, but considerable more insurance is of- 
fered than in the regular bond contracts. 





CLAIMS NO ROOTS FOR THE REBATERS. 





New York Life Sends a Warning to Its Agents 
on the Practice Prevalent at 
This Time. 


The New York Life says in its bulletin to 
agents, under the caption, “No Room for Re- 
bates or Rebaters in the New York Life:” 


“This is the period of the year when the 
rebater is out in force. He is trying to make 
a record for himself that shall appeal to the 
eye merely and not to calm judgment, to busi- 
ness sense, nor to the pocketbook later on. 
Business that is secured by giving away com- 
missions is frothy, fictitious, deceitful business 
that no high-grade representative will do or 
countenance; a practice as fatal to the pros- 
perity of the rebater himself as for a mer- 
chant to sell his standard goods at cut prices 
and below cost—and exactly as unprofitable! 

“No, the attitude of the New York Life 
on this point is unequivocal. We have had 
too much experience not to know that this 
kind of business is a mushroom growth, 
ephemeral, temporary; it fades off the books 
rapidly—is a losing financial venture for agent 
and company. Against the evil of rebate the 
New York Life is firmly, irrevocably, eter- 
nally set, and all the machinery of its great 
organization is constantly in operation against 
a practice so nearly criminal that many States 
have legislated against it. Read the strong 
statement by Insurance Commissioner Barry 
of Michigan. 

“Does anyone think or say, ‘Oh, it’s all bun- 
combe; the New York Life is out for busi- 
ness, and will take it, rebate or no rebate?’ 
Believe it not. Those words are false. The 
New York Life neither wants rebated busi- 
ness nor rebating agents. It may not be amiss 
to say that during the past twelve months 
four of our big writers, large producers, all 
members of the $200,000 Club, have been dis- 
charged for exactly that very thing—namely, 
their failure to collect par for policies that are 
worth par, and which the New York Life 
will never permit to be sold for one penny 
less than par. There is one commandment 
with the New York Life which must be 
obeyed, and a violation of which means im- 
mediate discharge, and that is, “Thou shalt 
not rebate.’ ” 





NEW GENERAL AGENCY AT CLEVELAND. 

John T. Sloan and E. W. Snyder, agents of 
the Northwestern Mutual at Cleveland, have 
been appointed general agents of the Massa- 
chusetts Mutual at Cleveland, as Sloan & Sny- 
der. The establishment of this general agency 
does not in any way change the relations of 
J. T. Dewey and the company. Mr. Dewey 
has for many years been manager of the c>m- 
pany at Cleveland, and has written a fine per- 
sonal business, but has had very few agents. 
His business is done mostly in large amounts 
with wealthy men. The new general agents 
will be able to write a large business in smaller 
policies without interfering with him at all. 

ae ++ 
LOUISVILLE ASSOCIATION. 

A preliminary meeting at Louisville on No- 
vember 24 was attended by about twenty gen- 
eral agents, and a temporary organization of 
a life underwriters association was effected. 








CINCINNATI. 
WANTED—»” one of the smaller life 


companies of New York 
a manager for Cincinnati. Excellent contract 
toa good man. Address ‘‘Vice President,” 
care 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO., 


Johnston Bldg., Cincinnati. 














On December 15 a meeting will be held, at 
which President Ward, Second Vice-president 
Baker and perhaps Secretay Mason of the 
National association will be present. Presi- 
dent Ward wrote to thirty-two general agents 
at Louisville urging them to get together. 
Most of them responded and not one declared 
himself against the plan. Much difference of 
opinion as to the desired scope of the organi- 
zation was expressed, however. It looks as 
if Louisville would get an association now, 
and much of the credit will be due to the 
above-mentioned National officers, the Chi- 
cago association and Messrs. Sladden and 
Colgan of Louisville. 
+e ne 
A PARTING SHOT. 

An industrial life agent of Manchester, O., 
who recently left the business, dashed off the 
following : 

Farewell to the women, farewell to the men 
Farewell to the office and “Form No. 10.” 
To the superintendant, assistant and Sam 
To the boarding housekeeper and Sally Ann. 
Farewell to collecting, to tramps over stones, 
Farewell to my friend, Mr. Warren B. Jones; 
Farewell to Bright-eyes with her sunny sweet 
smile, 
Farewell, “Little Darling,’ farewell for a 
while. 
Farewell to the “debit,” farewell to arrears, 
Farewell to 


the “excuses,” for no profit 
appears. 
Farewell to “advances,” farewell to “New 
Bis” 
Farewell to “endowment,” farewell Mary 
Liz 


Farewell to Insurance, farewell to its claims, 
Farewell, Western-Southern, farewell to the 


game; 
Farewell, you good people, farewell to the 
town 
No sorrow you'll feel because I’m called 
down. 
++ ++ 


METROPOLITAN AGENCY IS GROWING. 

The Illinois Life has gotten its metropoli- 
tan agency at Chicago fairly well started, 
under Manager M. G. Lamb. He has a force 
of about twenty men, some of whom were 
assistant superintendents of industrial compa- 
nies. Mr. Lamb believes that such men make 
very good ordinary agents. He hopes next 
year to enter the campaign with full steam 
and write a good line of business. The com- 
pany is not out after high-pressure business, 
believing that that class in Chicago has proved 
very unsatisfactory. 

++ ++ 
PHILLIPS GETS CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 

G. G. Phillips, formerly manager of the 
Northwestern Life & Savings at Peoria, IIl., 
who recently went with all his agents to the 
Security Trust & Life, has been appointed 
manager of the Northwestern National Life 
for Central Illinois, covering twenty-one coun- 
ties, with offices in the Masonic Temple at 
Peoria. 

++ ++ 
REINSURANCE RUMOR AGAIN CURRENT. 

Rumors are again current that the Kansas 
City Life, which reorganized as old line from 
an assessment and stipulated premium com- 
pany about a year ago, is negotiating for re- 
insurance. Several companies are  under- 
stood to have been approached on the sub- 
ject. The company has a good deal of assess- 
ment business on its books, also ten-year gold 
bonds, and lately the company has written a 
fair amount of limited pay life policies. When 
approached in regard to the rumor the officers 
of the company deny the story. The company 
registers its policies with the Missouri de- 
partment. 

++ ++ 
FRANKLIN WINS A SUIT. 

The Franklin Life has won the suit brought 
against it by Mary F. Hayden in the United 
States Circuit Court. The action was brought 
on a policy on the life of David J. Hayden, 
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deceased, who held a policy in the Merchants 
Life Association of St. Louis, an assessment 
company, which was reinsured by the Franklin 
Life in 1899. The company claims it was 
not liable because Hayden failed to pay one 
or two assessments, and that the policy 
lapsed. Judge Adams instructed the jury to 
render a verdict for the plaintiff. 


INSURANCE LECTURES GIVEN. 





LIFE 





Northwestern Mutual Men Are Presenting 
Features of the Business Before the 
University of Illinois. 





The University of Illinois, of Champaign, is 
conducting a very good insurance course. 
Vice-President Merrill of the Northwestern 
Mutual Life lectured before the students re- 
cently, and last week A. W. Stevens, actuary 
of the Illinois agency of the Northwestern Mu- 
tual, delivered three lectures. The first was 
“The Gross Premium and Its Parts;” the sec- 
ond was “Dividends—Their Nature and 
Sources :” the third lecture was “The Test of 
Merit of a Life Company.” F. W. Burling- 
hame, the contract agent of the Illinois agency 
of the Northwestern, delivers two lectures this 
week. one on charters of companies and the 
second on contracts. C. D. Norton of Kim- 
ball & Norton, Illinois managers of the North- 
western, will deliver a lecture next week. 





MEDICAL AID COMPANIES IN CHICAGO. 





ts on 
Two Institutions, Which Collect Paymen 
the Weekly Plan, Providing Attendance 
in Case of Sickness. 





There are two concerns doing business on 
the industrial plan in Chicago which do not 
come under the insurance laws. They provide 
medical attendance during sickness and pay 
funeral expenses at death, but as they pay 
no money directly to the assured they cannot 
be classed as insurance compares. They col- 
lect weekly premiums, the same as the indus- 
trial life companies, and conduct their agency 
business on the industrial insurance plan. It 
is said that they give excellent service, first, 
because it helps their reputations, and, second, 
because it is to the interest of their physicians 
to keep the policyholders in good health. Only 
high-class physicians are employed, and they 
are paid according to the number of policy- 
holders in their district. If there is no sick- 
ness they have no work to do, while if they 
can’t cure a patient they may have to attend 
him for years. 

The Medical Aid and Burial Association 
was the pioneer in this work in Chicago, but 
the Red Cross Medical Service Company was 
organized shortly after by men who had been 
connected with the Medical Aid Association. 





LIFE NOTES. 


I. G. Dietrich, auditor of the Federal Life 
at Chicago, was stricken with paralysis last 
week. 

The general agents of Buffalo are combin- 
ing in an association to eliminate the 
“rounders.” 


The Interstate Life has secured headquar- 
ters in St. Louis and will entertain its agents 
there during the Fair. 


A. S. Reitan, a New York Life agent at 
Fargo, N. D., has been arrested by the state 
agent on charge of embezzlement. 


The Conservative Life has opened an office 
in Sacramento, Cal., in the Ochsner build- 
ing, under the’ management of E. W. Max- 
son. 


The city solicitor and the health officer at 
Cincinnati have in view the appointment of an 
“inspector of death certificates.” This action 
has been brought about by the inaccuracy with 
which death certificates have been gotten up 
in the past, which has caused much trouble 
to life insurance companies in settling death 
claims. 





GOSSIP ON LIFE INSURANGE. 


An article in the Cosmopolitan Magazine for 
last June, with the title, “Equinoctial Disturb- 
ances,” resulted in another kind of disturb- 
ance, and is said to have cost one man his 
position. The story, by Trumbull White of 
Chicago, told about a Chicago artist who took 
out a policy in the “Equinoctial Life Assur- 
ance Company,” and then went on a trip to the 
Philippine Islands. About the time he re- 
turned his premium fell due and he was very 
sick, but through some error in addressing 
the notice it failed to reach him until the day 
after the premium could be paid. The artist 
sent a friend to the company’s office with the 
amount due, but the cashier refused to accept 
it without a certificate of health. As the artist 
had not recovered from an illness contracted 
in the Philippines, he could not furnish the 
certificate and his policy was apparently for- 
feited. Some of his newspaper friends, how- 
ever, took up the case and established pickets 
outside the company’s offices, and policyhold- 
ers going in to pay their premiums were told 
of the “injustice” to the artist. These tactics, 
according to the story, caused some of them 
to turn away, and soon brought about a capitu- 
lation. The policy was reinstated, friendship 
triumphed, and the greedy corporation took 
the back track. So the story ended—in the 
magazine. 

It had a sequel in real life, however. Any 
life insurance man could easily recognize in 
“Equinoctial Life Assurance Company” a thin 
veneer for the “strongest in the world,” and as 
the article was written with a strong bias 
against the company, it hurt the feelings of 
the men in charge of that institution. The 
manager of the magazine received an intima- 
tion of their wrath, and it is said that, to 
square himself, he discharged the man who 
had accepted the article. 

It now transpires that it wasn’t the “strong- 
est in the world,” but the New York Life 
that was concerned, and the editor lost his 
job for nothing. It further transpires that the 
artist of the story, which was founded on fact, 
was John T. McCutcheon, the world-famous 
cartoonist. 

When the company refused to accept the 
premium, Mr. McCutcheon supposed all his 
rights were forfeited, not knowing that the 
extended insurance feature would carry the 
policy for some time. Mr. McCutcheon and 
his friends felt much aggrieved, but when 
the true conditions were explained the situa- 
tion cleared. The policy was afterward re- 
instated, and it is said he has taken out $25,- 
oco additional in the company. 











R. W. Kempshall & Co. of Peoria have a 
famous agency for the AZtna Life. Although 
located in a town of about 60,000 inhabitants, 
they write more business than any other 
agency of the company and their renewals are 
said to exceed $900,000 a year. The-territory 
covered includes the southern part of Indiana, 
with a branch office at Indianapolis, and-all of 
Illinois except twenty-one counties near Chi- 
cago. A handsome stone building has been 
erected at Peoria to accommodate the agency 
and it is expected eventually to occupy the 
whole of it. The members of the firm are 
R. W. Kempshall and J. E. Keene. 


The industrial life companies are writing 
immense numbers of ordinary policies, but su- 
perintendents and assistants say that not half 
their opportunities are seized by industrial 
solicitors. One superintendent has reversed 
his former plan of training agents, instructing 
them to solicit ordinary insurance first and 
then come down to the weekly payment pol- 
icies if the prospect is unable to pay the 
larger premiums. He states that it is hard 
to get an old-fashioned industrial agent to 
solicit ordinary insurance. One agent who 
could have written a policy with a $16 com- 
mission refused to do so because he would 





have had to lapse 20 cents of industrial. Fre- 
quently when inspecting industrial business the 
superintendent finds policyholders who arc 
not aware that his company writes ordinary 
policies. In many cases, he declares, he 
learns that members of the family have taken 
insurance with other companies, when they 
would have been glad to give their business 
to the industrial agent. This superintendem 
is a great believer in the future of the small 
policy ordinary business. 

The Penn Mutual says as to its 20 per cent 
guaranteed dividend policy: 

“The 20-payment life policy as usually 
issued has been everywhere regarded as one 
of the most attractive forms of insurance. 
The records of many companies show that the 
number sold each year greatly exceeds that 
of any other variety, and for the obvious rea- 
son that this plan is adapted to meet the needs 
of the largest number of insurers. 

“Its attractiveness lies in its admirable fea- 
tures, chief of which is the fact that at the 
end of 20 years all payments of premiums 
cease. This is usually at a time when the 
producing ability is diminished when pre- 
miums become burdensome. One gets his in- 
surance for his family fully paid for, after 
which, so long as he lives, it becomes a source 
of income to him. 

“The best results under this class of insur- 
ance have ordinarily been attained by accumu- 
lating the dividends for the full 20 years, and 
where this has been done the cost of a full- 
paid policy has been greatly reduced. Under 
the old system each policyholder who lapsed 
or died during the accumulation period 
allowed his dividends to remain for the benefit 
of survivors, to be distributed equitably 
among them, and this system is still fol- 
lowed by many companies. For that large 
class of people who wish to be assured a divi- 
dend in the event of death within the 20-year 
period the Penn Mutual Life has devised 
the guaranteed dividend plan. Under it the 
company contracts with the assured, in addi- 
tion to other up-to-date features, to pay his 
beneficiary or representative a dividend of 20 
per cent upon the total premiums paid to the 
company, should he die within the 20-year 
period. Should he survive that period he will 
then receive his accumulated dividends, availa- 
ble in cash or under the various options pre- 
sented by the policy, as he may prefer. 

“This provision of the new policy has been 
carefully planned. It rests upon a solid basis, 
is safely within the ability of the company, 
and the premium charge rarely equals, and is 
usually less than, that charged by competi- 
tors for the 20-payment life policy, which does 
not afford this guarantee. 

“The usual paid-up and extension values, 
loan features, etc., appearing in the regular 
policy also appear in this, the single differ- 
ence being the guaranteed dividend above 
named.” 





A large number of the life offices of Cleve- 
land are complaining of quict business. Som: 
have noticed a serious falling off since the last 
of October. 
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LIFE NOTES. 


The agency of James L. Ferguson, man- 
ager of the Prudential, for northern Illinois, 
has led the western division of the company 
on the roll of honor during the last two 
months. 


The next meeting of the Cleveland Associa- 
tion of Life Underwriters will be held at the 
Hotel Euclid at 5:30 next —— evening. 
lhe speaker will be the Rev. Charles A. 


Eaton, pastor of the Euclid Reson Baptist 
Church. 


Mr. R. A. Long, president of the Long-Bell 
Lumber Company of Kansas City, has made 
application to several life insurance companies 
for insurance aggregating $1,000,000. Mr. 
Long now has insurance amounting to 
$250,000. 


In a recent issue of this paper it was stated 
that Manager William Van Sickle of the 
Home Life of Detroit, wrote $1,000,000 in 
August. The information that was intended 
to be imparted was that the agency wrote 
$1,c00,coo last year. 


Agents of the Mutual Life of New York of 
the Toledo (O.) district were banquetted last 
week by Manager Holt as a result of the con- 
test in the agency. Prizes were awarded to 
D. M. Allen of Columbus Grove and S. I. 
Ghaster of Fostoria. 


J. J. Myers, the life agent arrested at Green- 
ville, Mich., charged with obtaining money 
on premiums under false pretences, pleaded 
guilty and went to jail for 60 days. Five 
other similar counts are hanging over him and 
a second offence is punishable with a year in 
prison. 


The Mutual Life has withdrawn its suit to 
cancel the $50,000 policy on the life of James 
L. Blair of St. Louis, who is charged with 
embezzlement and forgery, but the suit to 
cancel the remaining $150,000 still stands. The 
$50,000 policy was written in 1896 and ante- 
dates the alleged charges against Blair. 


F. C. Paine, the popular assistant cashier at 
the Columbus (O.) office of the Mutual Life 
of New York, has been appointed cashier of 
the new office his company will open at Fargc, 
N. D., January 1. Mr. Paine has been with 
his company for the past two years, since his 
graduation at the Ohio Wesleyan University. 


The Wisconsin department has completed its 
examination of the Prudential. Commissioner 
Host and Dr. W. A. Fricke of New York, 
manager of the Union Central Life, will leave 
for Milwaukee. It is understood that Dr. 
Fricke has been in close touch with the action 
in Wisconsin against the Equitable on the 
dividend question. 


E. A. Fox, formerly agency manager at 
Louisville, Ky., for the National Life, U. S. 
\., has been appointed superintendent of 
agents for the eastern division of Missouri 
for the Missouri State Life. R. M. Johnson, 
formerly connected with the Equitable. has 
also become a member of the field force of 
the Missouri State Life. 


Judge Stevens of Madison states that he is 
disqualified from hearing the case of Commis- 
sioner Host of Wisconsin against the Equitable 
Life of New York, wherein the insurance com- 
missioner is endeavoring to compel the Equita- 
ble to distribute its surplus once every five 
years, on the ground that he was professionally 
retained before he became judge. 


The Sun Life Assurance Company has es- 
tablished an + wad at Flint, Mich., and has 
laced Prof. C. Rankin of the Upper Pen- 
sula in phd of same. The company has 
so made arrangements with F. A. Bryce, 4 
ominent hardware merchant at Lapeer, to 
to Flint and become familiar with insur- 
nce methods, and also the Spanish language. 
der Prof. Rankin, after which Mr. Bryce 
ll be tendered the position of district man- 
‘r in Mexico. 


lhe Ohio insurance department licensed the 
adies of the Modern Maccabees,” a frater- 
beneficiary organization, auxiliary to the 
ights of the Modern Maccabees. It will 
remembered that the latter organization a 
v weeks since won a decision from the Su- 
me Court of the State ordering the grant- 
g of this association a license, previously re- 
‘used by the Ohio department because of a 
‘nilarity between the names of this and a 
“nilar organization already licensed. 





AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN. 


INSURANCE ON INDIVIDUAL DEPOSITS. 





United States Fidelity & Guaranty Gives its 
Opinion of the New Feature of 
the Bankers Surety. 


In commenting on the insurance of bank 
deposits the United States Fidelity and Guar- 
anty says: 

“Unusual interest at this time has been at- 
tracted to the project of insuring private de- 
positors in banks and to reimburse them 
through failures by the announcement that 
the Bankers’ Surety Company of Cleveland 
would accept such risks. Attention to this 
matter has been accentuated by a number of 
bank failures and the runs upon other insti- 
tutions in consequence. 

“This subject is by no means a new one, 
and has been discussed ever since the organiza- 
tion or corporate surety, and several compa- 
nies have been organized to take exclusively 
these risks. One of these companies, it was 
announced, had secured a national charter 
and would have its home office at Washing- 
ton, D. C. Like the-others, it failed to ma- 
terialize, and the company above mentioned 
is the only one which, up to date, has agreed 
to accept the business. 

“What are the advantages in favor of such 
insurance from the viewpoint of the bonding 
companies, and what are the objections? Un- 
doubtedly some business can be secured, and 
the rates named, half of 1 per cent for na- 
tional banks and three-fourths of 1 per cent 
for State and private banks and trust compa- 
nies, appear to be fairly remunerative. 

“That only depositors in weak institutions 
would seek such protection is undoubtedly a 
mistake, as many trustees, executors, admin- 
istrators, guardians and treasurers would seek 
to protect themselves from the risk of loss 
through the possible failure of the largest 
and strongest institutions, and the many other 
depositors who are naturaly timid and dis- 
trustful. 

“That the banks would resent such pro- 
tection we know to be fallacious, as in many 
cases they are compelled to give corporate 
surety to secure deposits of public funds. 
Again, statistics show that the average ulti- 
mate loss is about 25 per cent of the amount 
of deposit in suspended institutions which are 
liquidated by receivership. 

“What are the drawbacks or 
We venture to enumerate a few 
been considered by ourselves: 

“A. When a banking institution suspends 
payment the surety bond immediately matures 
and must be promptly paid. This calls for a 
large amount of cash or quick assets to en- 
able the bonding company to meet at once 
all demands, for if there should be any delay 
the credit of the surety company would be 
impaired. 

“B. The assets of the suspended institu- 
tion are locked up by the receivership from 
one to five years, and the surety company re- 
ceives no interest upon the loss which has 
been paid and must wait upon the tedious 
routine of the lmquidation for reimbursement. 

the lost interest upon the amount 
advanced be computed at the rate of 4 per 
cent per annum there is some fear of the 
proposition being a profitable one. And as 
there are no statistics available as to the aver- 
age duration of such liquidation we doubt 
the advantage of insuring private depositors 
at this time.’ 


objections ? 
that have 





APPOINTS ITS MICHIGAN AGENT. 

The Title Guaranty & Trust Company of 
Scranton, Pa., has appointed B. B. Haskins 
as state agent for Michigan, with headquarters 
at Detroit. Mr. Haskins has commenced the 
work of organizing that territory 
appoint an agent and attorney 
seat throughout the State. 

++ ++ 
NO SPRINKLER LEAKAGE COMPACT. 

The effort to get the companies writing 
sprinkler leakage insurance together in Chi- 
cago has resulted in failure, and perhaps will 
not materialize. The American Lloyds, which 
writes more sprinkler leakage than any other 


and will 
in each county 


to be getting out after 





company in Chicago, will not agree to a com- 
pact, on the ground that it is in no combina- 
tion for fire insurance, and writing at less rates 
than the regular stock companies, it would not 
be in keeping for it to enter a compact for 
sprinkler leakage. However, the American 
Lloyds is not cutting rates to any great ex- 
tent, unless in competition. Sprinkler leakage 
in Chicago is becoming more and more popu- 
lar, and more of it is being written than ever 
before. 
++ ++ 
CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 
Employers Liability—W. B. 


McElevey, Youngs-, 


town; George C. Wing, Cleveland. 

Fidelity & Casualty—E. L. Smith, Cedarville ; 
0. H. Gurney, Bellville; L. L. Lehman, Versailles ; 
Leon J. Alcorn, Dennison. 

' ~ 1 Jersey Plate Glass—W. H. Barch, Cleve- 
and. 

North American Accident—Louis C. Klipstein, 
Versailles; S. M. Paxton, Middleport. 

Pennsylvania Casualty—Frederick W. Porter, 
Dayton: Willard J. Frost, Canton. 

Philadelphia Casualty—Earl W. Murphy, New- 


ark; Raymond L. Elliott, Columbus; Edward C. 


Hoyer and John M. Walsh, Cincinnati. 
U. S. Casualty—James O. Dixon, St. Clairsville. 
INDIANA. 
Hartford Steam Boiler—Arthur O. Brocken 
brough, Lafayette. 
Travelers—Chas, D. Lesley, Romney. 


wy 
National Surety—J Harriot, Kalkaska ; Dun 
well & Stray, Sa ainaten. Armstrong & Co., Mt. 
Clemens; C. L. Meach, Stanton; O. P. Carver & 


Bro., Traverse City. 

New York Plate Glass—Carl Tellefsen, Ishpe 
ming. 

Travelers—A. S. McWilliams, Detroit. 

U. S. Casualty—F. C. Anger, Bay City; I. N. 
Aldrich, Detroit; C. H. Hutton, Flint; W. W. 
Birdslee, Lindon. 

Fraternal Accident, Mass.—E. F. Barter, Rose 
City. 

National Protective, Mich.—-F. H. Owen, 
Davison; C. H. Gardner, Jackson. 

Peninsular Accident, Mich.—J. H. Fowler, East 
Jordan; Alfred Paul, East Jordan. 

Preferred Hospital & Accident, Mich.—David 
Pane, Flint; A. . Suff, Flint; Peter Connell, 
Pontiac: H. HU. Wilson, Pontiac; J. P. Black, 
Pontiac. ° 

U. S. Accident, Mich.—Wm. Hole, Gladstone: 
Il. W. Webber, Gladstone; W. C. Belcher, Holland ; 


Fred Helsel, Morey: J. A. Shippy, 
++ ++ 
MAY YET BE PLATE GLASS COMPACT. 

It is predicted that the plate glass compa- 
nies will get together in due season. It is 
understood from New York that the Phila 
delphia Casualty Company and the Pacific 
Surety have refused to enter into 
and this has balked the proceed- 
ings. However, 


tapid River. 


Company 
a compact, 
some of the companies seem 
business at a swift 
rate, which would indicate that they are trying 
to get as many risks on their books before the 
compact is formed as possible. It would seem 
that plate glass companies should get together 
in some sort of an understanding. 
++ ++ 
OPERATES IN MANY STATES. 

The Title Guaranty & 
Scranton, Pa., is 
lowing states 
fornia, 
Georgia, 
Kansas, 
Minnesota, 


Trust Company of 
operating in the fol- 
doing a surety business: Cali- 
Colorado, District of Columbia, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Massachusetts, 
New York, North 
North Dakota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Wisconsin, Washington. 
++ a+ 


now 


Iowa, 
Missouri, 
Mississippi, 
Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, 
Vermont, 


LOCAL AGENTS AND SURETY BONDS. 

A great deal of educational work must be 
done by local agents of surety companies, espe- 
cially in towns where there have been no 
losses to put people on their guard. A certain 
number of bonds are required by law, and an 
agent will sometimes hold a company’s sup- 
plies merely to write as much of that busi- 
ness as he may be able to control. There is 
a large field open, however, for an agent who 
will go to the trouble necessary to develop 
it, and companies supply their agents liberally 
with educational matter. There is no reason 
nowadays why a man should risk his savings 
of a lifetime to accommodate anyone, however 
honest. If his honesty could be established 
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beyond a possible doubt there would be no 
need of a bond, and it is not fair to ask an- 
other man to assume the risk. The hazard 
may be small, but it can be covered in a 
surety company at a small cost. A man who 
puts his name on a bond performs an opera- 
tion just the reverse of life insurance. Instead 
of protecting his family with a cash asset in 
addition to his property, he puts a lien on his 
estate that may reduce his heirs to poverty. 
++ 
SPRINKLER LEAKAGE INSURANCE. 

It is interesting to note the attitude of dif- 
ferent cities toward sprinkler leakage insur- 
ance. St. Louis, for example, is counted a 
very good city in that direction, most of the 
plants having sprinkler equipments, taking 
out sprinkler leakage insurance. Chicago is 
not counted a good city. Ofttimes there is a 
controversy between the owner of the build- 
ing and the tenant as to who shall make the 
improvements in the sprinkler plant necessary 
to get a policy. The landlord ofttimes claims 
that the sprinkler equipment is part of the fix- 
tures, while the tenant will hold that it is part 
of the building. The landlord frequently re- 
fuses to make any improvement, as he alleges 
that he would get no benefit from them. 


++ 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The plate glass men of San Francisco have 
formed a compact. 


McLain & McRoberts take the agency of 
the Casualty Company of America at Dela- 
ware, Ohio. 


The plate glass agency of the AEtna Indem- 
nity at Chicago is to be combined with its 
other lines under Manager Benson. 


The National Accident of New York is con- 
fining most of its attention now to industrial 
accident business in the large cities. 


It is understood that the A&tna Indemnity 
has made a good appointment of a general 
agent at Columbus, Ohio, but his namie has 
not yet been given out. 


Conkling, Price & Webb of Chicago, man- 
agers of the London Guarantee, have just 





celebrated their tenth anniversary. A mighty 
good firm and a mighty good company. 


Cleveland & Heffner of Ironton, Ohio, have 
been appointed agents of the Maryland Cas- 
ualty. This firm intends to make a specialty 
of the steam boiler, personal accident and 
health lines. 


Herman C. Barnes of the firm of Barnes & 
Barnes of Detroit shot and killed himself at 
police headquarters in Detroit last Saturday. 
He was under suspicion of having stolen a 
team and buggy. 


The Casualty Company of America has ap- 
pointed Thomas F. Huggins an agent at 
Cleveland. He is general agent of the Na- 
tional Surety and has been writing casualty 
business for the Ocean Accident. 


Johnson & Humphreys, managers of the 
Federal Union Surety at Cincinnati, have taken 
an agency of the Casualty Company of Amer- 
ica. They have been writing liability and ac- 
cident business for the Travelers. 


The Casualty Company of America has 
corraled the boile- insurance of Swift, the big 
packer. The Hartford Steam Boiler paid a 
$50,000 loss to Swift several months ago, but 
the line switched after a lively bid on rates. 


Considerable interest was taken in several 
of the larger cities of Ohio in the announce- 
ment that Frank Tallmadge of Columbus had 
taken the agency of the A®tna Indemnity, as 
it was surmised that this was another case 
of an agent of the U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty 
following Mr. Armstrong to the AZtna Indem- 
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nity. This was not the case. Mr. Tallmadge 
takes an agency of the A=tna Indemnity for 
the purpose of writing bank burglary business 
in towns of less than 1,000 population, as the 
U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty no longer writes 
this business in such small places. 


The New England Registry Bureau was in- 
corporated under the laws of the State of 
Massachusetts on November 16. The company 
has been in business for seven years. A. B. 
Cilley is the president and manager of the cor- 
poration, which has its headquarters in Bos- 
ton. 








WORLD'S FAIR MARCH 1904. 


Mr. John C. Weber, director of Web- 
er’s Military Band of Cincinnati, known 
as the “Prize Band of America,” has 
composed the St. Louis World’s Fair 
March, 1904, and dedicated it to the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition. It will 
be distributed through the passenger de- 
partment of the B. & O. S-W. R. R, 
World’s Fair Route, at 10 cents per copy. 

The music is in sheet form, arranged 
for the piano, being very handsomely 
gotten up, with highly illuminated title 
cover. Mr. John C. Weber is not only 
a great musical director, but he has writ- 
ten some very catchy and _ popular 
marches. The St. Louis World’s Fair 
March is his latest success, and will add 
further to his fame. 

Mr. Weber and his great organization 
of artists has twice defeated all comers in 
national contests at Elks’ reunions. The 
latest triumph was at Baltimore, Md., 
on the 21st of last July, when, in a not- 
able contest, composed of the leading 
bands of America, won the first prize of 
$1,000. It is confidently expected that Mr. 
Weber’s World’s Fair March will become 
a popular air during the next year, and 
every household should have a copy of 
this music. 

_Send 10 cents in silver to the under- 
signed and copy of the World’s Fair 
March will be mailed to your address. 

Mark envelope “World’s Fair March.” 
Mention this paper when ordering. 

O. P. McCarty, 

General Passenger Agent, B. & O. S.-W. 
R. R., Cincinnati, O. 























UNITED 
UNDERWRITERS 


Home Office, 184 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 
Cc. B. GILBERT, Manager. 
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Cash Capital...........+ eseee- 


Cash surplus to policyholders...... ... 


In towns in the States of Illinois, Wisconsin 
and Michigan where not now represented appli- 
cation for Agencies will receive attention. 
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AGENCY Superior 


Insurance Supplies 













complete. 


CHICAGO. 


The Western Underwriter Co. is now the headquarters for 
the insurance supply trade. 
books used by companies, general agents, field men, local 
agents, brokers or adjusters. 
We quote prices on quantities of goods. 
to us for suggestions as to equipping your office. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER CO. 


164 La Salle Street, 


Phone M. 2914 


We have all blanks and 


Our line of blanks is most 
Send 


Johnston Building, 
CINCINNATI. 


Phone M. 2077. 








20 Year Endowment Contracts 
Death Benefit 20th Year 
$1,750 per each $1,000 






ONLY CONTRACTS 


MINNEAPOLIS, - 





Profit Sharing Contracts 


WITH INCREASING DEATH BENEFITS 


And Secured by a Deposit of a Quarter Million Dollars with the 
Treasury of the State of Minnesota. 
20 Payment Life Policies 


Death Benefit 20th Year 
$1,400 per each $1,000 





OF THEIR KIND ON THE 


Northwestern National Life Insurance Ce. 


W. F. BECHTEL, Prest. 
MINNESOTA. 
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MARKET 


Policies. 













INTER-STATE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Fourth and Elm Sts., CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
CAPITAL, PAID-UP, $100,000. 


Incorporated under the Legal Reserve Laws of Ohio................ 1901. 
$100,000 deposited with the State for the security of Policyholders 


A staunch “Old Line’’ Ohio company, with leading business men of 
Cincinnati in the directorate. 


Issues especially attractive policies on Ordinary Life, Limited Pay- 
ment, Endowment and Annuity Plans. 

New territory will be opened January ist, next. A limited num- 
ber of General Agents can secure excellent renewal contracts. We 
will refer you to any of our Agents who have been with us from the 
organization of the Company for their ability to successfully place our 


Information cheerfully furnished. Correspondence solicited. 


A. CG. TURNIPSEED, President. 
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